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"...By "Revolution" we mean that the present order of things, which
is based on manifest injustice, must change.. A radical change, therefore,
is necessary and it is the duty of those who realise it to reorganise society
on the socialistic basis. Unless this thing is done and the exploitation of
man by man and of nations by nations is brought to an end, suffering
and carnage with which humanity is threatened today, cannot be
prevented. ...

Revolution is an inalienable right of mankind. Freedom is an
imperishable birth right of all. Labour is the real sustainer of society.
The sovereignty of the people is the ultimate destiny of the workers.

For these ideals, and for this faith, we shall welcome any suffering
to which we may be condemned... Long Live Revolution!"

- Shaheed-e-Azam Bhagat Singh

“On the 26th of January 1950, we are going to enter into a life
of contradictions. In politics we will have equality and in social and
economic life we will have inequality. In politics we will be recognizing
the principle of one man one vote and one vote one value. In our social
and economic life, we shall, by reason of our social and economic
structure, continue to deny the principle of one man one value. How
long shall we continue to live this life of contradictions?”

"What are we having this liberty for? We are having this liberty
in order to reform our social system, which is full of inequality,
discrimination and other things, which conflict with our fundamental
rights"

- Babasheb Dr. B.R. Ambedkar




JNU Is No ‘Citadel of Divisiveness’
— That Label Suits the RSS Better

Kavita Krishnan

The irony couldn’t be thicker. The Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh organ
Panchjanya recently devoted a cover story to an assault on the Jawaharlal
Nehru University, claiming that it is a citadel of divisiveness (darar ka garh)
where anti-national faculty and students seek to rive and destroy India. At the
same time, the Sangh is unabashedly spreading sectarian hatred.

Rashtra Dharma, another publication of the RSS, recently produced
a special issue with an article promoting Deendayal Upadhyaya’s views
against “Hindu-Muslim unity” and arguing for the “political defeat of Mus-
lims”." The special edition had all but the official seal of approval of the Modi
government: it was released in Lucknow by Union Minister Kalraj Mishra and
the piece spouting Upadhyaya’s views on Muslims was authored by Union
Minister of Culture Mahesh Chand Sharma. Moreover, the issue had greet-
ings from a range of Bharatiya Janata Party and RSS brass, including party
president Amit Shah, LK Advani, Murli Manohar Joshi and Mohan Bhagwat.
In the recent past, the RSS attempted to disown responsibility for the Panch-
Jjanya’s views arguing Vedic sanction for killing of those who slaughter cows,
and the Modi government shrugged off responsibility for anti-Muslim hate
speeches, claiming these were made by fringe elements. But how can the
RSS, BJP and the Modi government distance themselves from this article,
coming as it does from the pen of a union minister quoting the BJP’s favourite
ideologue Upadhyaya?

The article is titled Muslim Samasya: Deendayal Ji Ki Drishti Mein (The
Muslim Problem: In Deendayal’s View). The Muslim citizen in India, then, is
a “problem” for Upadhyaya and for India’s culture minister. The article quotes
Upadhyaya to say that “a person turns an enemy of the nation after becoming
a Muslim”. Upadhyaya, it says, believed that while a Muslim may be good
individually he is “bad in a group”, whereas a Hindu who may be bad individually
is “good as part of a group”.

This theory explains what prompted the culture minister to say that “de-
spite being a Muslim, APJ Abdul Kalam was a great national and humanist”.
Kalam the individual, in his view, was good despite of the inherent bad nature
of Muslims as a group. This is also why, for the BJP-RSS, every crime by a
Muslim confirms the bad nature of Muslims as a collective, whereas a crime
by a Hindu gets isolated as an individual act.
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Subordination of Muslims

The Rashtra Dharma article says that Upadhyaya advocated the “political
defeat of the Muslims”, which will require the political defeat of Pakistan —
“Political defeat will end his [the Muslim’s] aggressive attitude and he will return
to his original Hindu nature”. In this line lies the clue to why BJP president Amit
Shah made a speech claiming that “firecrackers will be burst in Pakistan if BJP
loses Bihar”. In the BJP-RSS imagination, Pakistanis are politically wedded
with the Indian Muslims. In effect, Amit Shah was telling the people of Bihar
that “all Muslims are Pakistanis at heart and that is why they will rejoice if the
BJP is defeated. Voting for the BJP will mark a ‘political defeat of Muslims/
Pakistanis”.

According to Upadhyaya, those who advocate Hindu-Muslim unity rath-
er than the defeat of Muslims are Muslimparast (appeasers of Muslims). In
Modi-ruled India, our ministers are telling us that Hindu-Muslim unity is divisive
because it “appeases” Muslims rather than defeating them.

We must remember that Upadhyaya was less explicit than RSS ideologue
MS Golwalkar about the subordination of Muslim citizens in India. In We, Or
Our Nationhood Defined, Golwalkar wrote: “Muslims living in India should be
second class citizens living on Hindu sufferance, with no rights of any kind...
may stay in the country wholly subordinated to the Hindu nation claiming
nothing, deserving no privileges, far less any preferential treatment, not even
citizens'’ rights.”

This is the same Golwalkar whose “unambiguousness” Narendra Modi
admired in a hagiography authored by him in 2008. In that, the Indian prime
minister, then still the

chief minister of Gujarat, BIP APPROACH T THE
expressed reverence for educaTioN SM STEM
Golwalkar as a formative Boow. AN HERES
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surprisingly, the list of
“‘great men” of Indian
history with admirable
qualities cited by Modi
contains not a single
Muslim or Christian.

Moreover, it refers to Q@
Ambedkar as “the mod-
ern Manu” — a phrase that
could only be a deliberate

insult to Ambedkar, who
burnt the Manusmriti for
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its advocacy of the subordination of Dalits and women. Ambedkar wished
India’s Constitution to be the very antithesis of the Manusmriti, while the RSS
wanted Manusmriti to be the Constitution of independent India (as evidenced
by the editorial of Organiser, November 30, 1949).

The subordination not only of Muslims and other religious minorities, but
of Dalits, other oppressed and backward castes, and women is then central
to the RSS vision for India — a vision that is espoused wholly by the BJP. This
is a vision that is divisive and dangerous for India.

Oppressed Castes and Reservations

The Panchjanya cover story on the Jawaharlal Nehru Univer-
sity is also revealing about what the RSS hates and fears most
about academics and intellectuals, and what it envisions them to be.
One article in the Panchjanya’s JNU feature, authored by Ravindra Singh
Baseda, is titled Den of a Nexus of Crypto-Christians and Neo-Leftists.® What
struck me forcefully about it was its aggrieved observation that socialists and
communists, after the Soviet collapse, embraced the slogan of “caste struggle”
rather than “class struggle”. This analysis points to the deep and abiding dis-
comfort of the RSS with caste-based reservations and the social and political
assertion of the Dalits and backward castes.

The collapse of communist regimes in Eastern Europe began in 1989,
culminating in the dissolution of the Soviet Union in 1991. This was the period
in India when the Mandal Commission’s recommendations of job reservations
for other backward classes were implemented, followed by violent anti-Mandal
agitations on university campuses across north India.

The Left organisation All India Students Association, born in 1990, defend-
ed the Mandal recommendations on many north Indian campuses, and the
1989-1990 Jawaharlal Nehru University Students’ Union, with the independent
Amit Sengupta as president, resigned as a result of refusing to uphold the
mandate of a University General Body that passed an anti-Mandal resolution.
The anti-Mandal agitation was the catalyst that marked the emergence of the
Akhil Bharatiya Vidyarthi Parishad as JNU’s foremost right-wing organisation,
eroding the base of non-Left organisations like the Freethinkers.

In the 1993-94 the JNUSU (then led by AISA) successfully agitated to
restore the system of “deprivation points” in JNU’s admission system that had
been scrapped a decade before. This system smoothed the way for larger
numbers of students from deprived regions and castes besides women to
enter university.

Years later, between 2008 and 2011, there was a successful struggle
against a faulty interpretation of “cut-off criteria” being used in JNU and many
other universities in India to avoid filling OBC seats. The agitation resulted in
a Supreme Court verdict vindicating the interpretation argued by AISA, many
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members of the JNU faculty, and the late civil libertarian K Balagopal and
retired IAS officer and social justice expert PS Krishnan.

It is these agitations in defence of reservations and affirmative action that
the RSS refers to derisively as “caste struggle” and castigates Left groups for
taking up. Equating Hindu upper caste identity with Indian identity, the Panch-
Janya article brands a range of Dalit Bahujan organisations and forms of protest
as “crypto-Christian” and anti-national.

Egalitarianism and Diversity

The other article in the JNU cover feature of Panchjanya is by Ashwini
Mishra.* It objects to the inclusion of “human rights, women'’s rights, religious
freedom, discrimination and exclusion, sexual justice and secularism” in the
JNU curriculum due to the “infiltration of decision-making bodies by neo-Left-
ists”.

As part of a “conspiracy”, the article says, academic centres like the Centre
for the Study of Discrimination and Exclusion, Centre for Women’s Studies and
North East India Studies Programme have been set up. It says these centre
are stacked with “Leftist and crypto-Christian” faculty and students, creating
an “ideologically corrupt” generation of students. This ideologically corrupt
generation, says the article, establishes deep roots in India’s institutions of
history, politics, media, judiciary and bureaucracy.

Along with a whole range of progressive modern academic disciplines, the
RSS also finds progressive Left, Dalit, feminist, and queer politics offensive
and anti-national. The article says that student activists achieve their aims
with the help of “secularism, minority rights, human rights, women'’s rights
and the rights of deprived sections of society” — and “the flourishing crop of
such poison can be seen all over the University in the slogans, posters and
pamphlets that cover its walls” that “seek to divide Indian culture, civilization
and society.” The library, says the article, has everything that ought not to be
there — instead of being stacked with material on “Indian culture, philosophy
and values” (note: for the RSS, Kabir and Phule, Kosambi and Basavanna do
not count as Indian culture.)

The RSS, then, finds the academic disciplines or political ideology in-
spired by human rights, minority rights, women'’s rights, rights of those facing
discrimination and exclusion “poisonous” and a threat to Indian culture. Does
this not tell us all we need to know about what the RSS seeks to establish as
“Indian culture and society” — an India in which women, minorities, Dalits and
other deprived sections will be denied freedom and dignity?

| feel for the poor RSS. What torture it must be for the organisation to and
see men and women interact freely in JNU, the vibrant posters celebrating
struggles for emancipation from Indian history and all over the world, the slo-
gans for the liberation of women and oppressed castes, the many bold and
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defiant protests to defend civil liberties. From the walls to the library to the
classrooms to the hostels and dhabas, everything must offend the senses of
the RSS and frustrate its sensibilities.

What JNU Stands For

JNU - its student movement and many of its most illustrious faculty
members — has always spoken truth to power. It has been a reliable source
of support for most people’s movements in the country. It has — as the Panch-
janya resentfully observes — agitated to prevent the entry of Indira Gandhi at
the height of the Emergency, with many student activists being jailed during
Emergency. Its protest against a proposed visit by Lal Krishna Advani caused
the BJP leader to cancel his visit. And its students have shown black flags to
Manmohan Singh — and been beaten up by both National Students’ Union Of
India and ABVP for doing so.

JNU is home to powerful feminist and queer politics and also to students’
sustained agitations for the rights of JNU’s own contract workers. And yes,
in JNU, no slogan or political idea is taboo. There, no one is allowed to shut
down a public meeting or a film screening or a book reading because the RSS
declares it to be anti-national.

When | went to Lucknow University last year to give a talk on women’s
liberation in India, the ABVP physically disrupted the talk on the grounds that
the topic was an affront to Indian culture. The ABVP in Delhi University pre-
vented a film on Muzaffarnagar riots from being screened — it was screened in
JNU. The JNU student movement and intellectual atmosphere of scholarship
prevents ABVP from being able to do the same in JNU.

The great thing is that none of this has remained unique to JNU. As the
substantial increase in support for AISAin Delhi University Students’ Union polls
shows, the students of Delhi University too espouse and welcome progressive
politics and resent being held captive to NSUI and ABVP.

Indeed, Jamia Millia Islamia and Ambedkar University in Delhi as well as
campuses all over the country — from Jadavpur to Puducherry, Indian Institute of

Technology-Madras to the Film and

Television Institute of India — have
Namaste been witness to remarkable student
movements inspired by the very
same values that the RSS resents
and JNU cherishes. These values
are not held unique to JNU — rather
they have inspired student move-
ments all over India and the world.

As the JNU vice chancellor has
reminded us, the university contrib-
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utes many MPs, cabinet secretaries and ambassadors. But JNU’s abiding
contribution cannot be measured in terms of how many of its alumni can be
found in the establishment. Just as important are the activists it has contributed
to people’s movements, and the fine scholars and researchers it produced in
a variety of disciplines. JNU and its students, faculty and alumni speak with
the greatest pride and love for the likes of Comrade Chandrashekhar, the
former JNUSU President who went to Bihar in 1997 to be a Communist Party
of India (Marxist-Leninist) activist and was killed at the behest of the politician
don Shahabuddin.

Above all, JNU’s best contribution — and that of every university — lies
in sharpening the urge to question everything without fear or hesitation, and
sharpening the intellectual tools to answer those questions. For many, JNU
offered the space (to paraphrase Marx) to not only “interpret the world in var-
ious ways, but to change it”.

1. Article in RSS monthly: ‘Deendayal Upadhyaya was against Hindu-Muslim unity’,
http://indianexpress.com/article/cities/lucknow/article-in-rss-monthly-deenday-
al-upadhyaya-was-against-hindu-muslim-unity/

2. Modi’s biography of Golwalkar suggests RSS leader was vital influence, http://
scroll.in/article/669178/modi-biography-of-golwalkar-suggests-rss-leader-was-sec-
ond-most-important-influence

3.http://panchjanya.com//Encyc/2015/11/2 /s5H-Sa$—a—a—

RGBT ulTg—dhT—Tgl.aspx

4. http://panchjanya.com//Encyc/2015/11/2 /Siuag—aRR—H—T3.aspX

Kavita Krishnan is a politburo member of the Communist Party of India (Marxist-Le-
ninist) Liberation, secretary of the All India Progressive Women Association, and a
former joint secretary of the JNU Students’ Union.

(Courtesy: Scroll.in Nov 07, 2015)



“Our coming generations will ask
us for an answer, they will ask us,
where were you when new social
forces were being unleashed, where
were you when people who live and
die every moment, every day strived
for their rights, where were you when
there was an assertion
of the marginal voices
of the society. They will
seek an answer from all
ofus...”

- Comrade Chandrashekhar
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[Sandeep Singh is a former INUSU President]
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From an IPS officer in J&K

Dear Arnab Goswami, JNU, my alma mater, deserves your
tax money

Basant Rath

Partial disclosure: | studied sociology in JNU for six years.

| voted for the All India Students Association candidates in the JNUSU
elections. Every time. All the time. Trust me, I’'m not anti-national. My university
deserves to be nurtured. | don’t hold a brief for my alma mater. That is not me
and | don’t do that. Facts are more important than feelings. My university taught
me. A university that deserves to be owned and supported. By the state, the
government, the market and civil society. Here is why. Here are the reasons.

One, JNU has never been a waste of this nation’s limited resources. It
has been a value-for-money endeavour right from the beginning. No riders.
No ifs and buts. Yes, preparing for the civil services examination is a priority
for a sizeable percentage of students who get admission there. Yes, most stu-
dents spend a considerable part of their waking hours participating in political
activities. Yes, there is too much sloganeering out there.

But, Arnab, my dear friend, what do you expect a university to be? A
money-making enterprise? Like the business projects financed by NPA-laden
public-sector banks and promoted by the likes of Vijay Mallya? JNU has always
been one of the top two universities in the social sciences and one of the top
five in the physical sciences in India. Both in the private and public sectors.
Regarding its standing amongst world universities, the issue is not lack of
quality in academic research in JNU. The issue is much bigger.

What is the quality of India’s R&D? What is the number of patents reg-
istered in the names of the stalwarts of India’s Brahman-Shravana research
establishment in the private and public sectors? You know the answers.

What is the contribution of the university to India’s nation-building, you
ask. Immense. Period. A university is not a parade ground. It is an incubation
bowl. It is not about the bottom-line. It is about the aspiration-horizon. It is not
worried about the market. It is concerned about the political economy of the
project of state-building. State-building, | say. Not mere government-running.

Two, JNU has never been a platform for anti-India student leaders and
their followers to hijack the educational space to promote their divisive agenda.
| was there for six years. | should know. My professors and fellow students.
True, there have been stray incidents of some students celebrating Maoist at-
tacks on the police in Naxal-infested areas. True, some students have shouted
slogans and carried posters supporting the causes of Jammu and Kashmir
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and the Northeast. True, some student organisations are sympathetic to the
causes of groups that are at war with the government of the day.

ButArnab, are we supposed to hold the entire university responsible for the
activities of a few students who celebrate the deaths of policemen? Doesn’t your
news channel differentiate between the death of an army soldier and that of a
policeman? How many policemen got decorated with medals when they died
undertaking rescue operations during natural disasters in the last five years?

Year after year, the issues of J&K and the Northeast have been close to
the hearts of the JNU student community. Students with diametrically opposite
ideas and ideologies. With unbelievable energy and unshakeable intentions.
Does this fact make them anti-national as a matter of definition? As a matter of
first principle? As a matter of divine imputation? No, Arnab, no. Name a place
where an Indian prime minister goes to address a public rally and says that
his government will do everything possible “insaniyat ke dayre mein” to wipe
people’s tears. Atal Bihari Vajpayee said that to the masses in Srinagar. This
phrase has changed the political discourse of our times. People are suffering
in Kashmir, Arnab. They are suffering in the Northeast. When it comes to the
causes behind their suffering of generations, and the broad policymaking
contours of what the governments of the day should do, the students may not
agree with you. Does the very act of highlighting the issues of J&K and the
Northeast make the students and their leaders anti-national?

Three, JNU is not a communist bastion. Not a breeding ground for leftist
organisations that do not believe in the idea of India. JNU has always been
a home for all shades of ideas. The student community is as diverse as the
subcontinent. Their ideologies are diverse. Their political plumage as colourful.
The Brahman-Shravana RSS shakhas have been active in the university since
the 1980s. You need to visit the campus to see how energetic they are. Notlong
ago, in 2001, the JNUSU had a president who belonged to the rightwing ABVP.

The students in JNU are as worried about India’s future as you and I. No
leftist group has ever wanted the state to go away. They have been having
problems with the governments of the day. That is a different point. From the
leftist point of view, the legitimacy of the “ideological state apparatus” is always
to be interrogated. Some groups take public positions about wresting power
from the ruling elite. But nothing like overthrowing Parliament.

Remember Comrade Chandrashekhar? He was our president when | was
a student there. He was voted in twice as our leader. Of Aisa. Of Siwan. Of
old-world idealism. A beautiful human being. A sweetheart. The most innocent
pair of eyes | have seen in my life. He was killed. In 1997. Within two years of
leaving the president’s chair. Shot dead in broad daylight. At a public meeting.
Do you know the name of the venue? Jai Prakash Chowk. Was he not a patriot?
Did he not love this nation? Was he a lazy slogan-shouting student leader?
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Arnab, my dear friend, some students allegedly shouted anti-India slogans.
Allegedly. This is the operative part. There is the law and there is the criminal
justice system. The police, the evidence and the court. Why waste so many
working days of so many sane people to blacken the name of my university?
Nationalism is not a marketing tool. To be used by news channels chasing
TRPs. To be used by political parties to prove their worth. To be used by some
retired army generals who find every perceived slight as a nail to be banged
on its head by an attractive and all-knowing hammer called patriotism.

Full disclosure: I'm not a communist. Never have been. | love my Nusrat
Sa’ab. | love my Steve Jobs. | love my perfume bottles.

My university is yours too. It is ours. It is a part of the idea of India as a
nation. A beautiful part. But a part apart. And a part apart. Arnab, my friend, it
hurts. Please don't speak ill of JNU. Don’t think ill of JNU. It hurts immensely.
Comrade Chandrashekhar was Chandu for me. | was so privileged. Please
don’t take away this privilege. Don’t hurt his memories. God bless you and
your news channel and your co-investors.

[The writer, a 2000-batch IPS officer, is a DIG in J&K.
Courtesy: Indian Express Feb 29, 2016]

@) STUDENTS ARE | cAtm DowN !

LETS JUST SEIN
PROTECTING AGAIN|
WHAT Srouy we Do 2!l
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Courtesy: sanitarypanels.com
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With Due Respect

Objection, your honour: Even as Delhi HC grants bail to JNUSU
president, its order could shrink the space for free speech

(Editorial, Indian Express, 4 March 2016)

That JNUSU president Kanhaiya Kumar, arrested for sedition, has got bail, brings a
heartening moment in a dispiriting saga. Even as Kanhaiya walks out of jail, however, there
are intimations of the wearying battle that still lies ahead — not just for Kanhaiya, but for
all those who have stakes in protecting and extending the citizen’s freedom of expression.

The Delhi HC order can be divided into two parts — that which pertains to the letter
of the law on sedition and bail, and observations on the case. A careful reading of the first
part suggests that there are thin grounds to keep Kanhaiya in jail. By all accounts, he was
present at the protest in which allegedly anti-national slogans were raised, but claims that he
actively participated in the activities are controversial. Serious questions have been raised
about the veracity of the video that the FIR depends on. And Kanhaiya’s own speech after
the event, showcasing his repeated assertions of faith in India’s constitutional framework, is
hardly the stuff of sedition. There are fundamental questions, too, about the interpretation,
applicability and relevance of the law of sedition. Among other things, these have to do with
the degrees of separation that lie between discussion, advocacy and incitement.

The second part of the same order, however, raises concerns about the commit-
ment of the judiciary to the protection of the individual citizen’s rights and freedoms from
encroachment by the state, notwithstanding the Delhi HC’s decision to grant bail to Kan-
haiya Kumar. These freedoms, the court suggests here, are assured by the “armed and
paramilitary forces” that are “protecting our frontiers in the most difficult terrain”.

The slogan-shouting students “may not be even able to withstand those conditions
for an hour even,” it says. While there is no disputing the role of the armed forces in
guarding the country’s integrity, just why does the court deem it necessary to mention it
in an order concerning the freedom of speech? In its praise of the military as guarantor
of individual freedoms, is the court abdicating its own responsibility to uphold them? It is
disturbing also that the court should liken “thoughts reflected in the slogans” to “a kind of
infection” which “needs to be controlled/ cured before it becomes an epidemic”. Its talk
of “gangrene”, “antibiotics”, “surgical intervention” and “amputation” is deeply troubling.

Further, the court asks Kanhaiya to furnish an undertaking that he will not participate
“actively or passively” in any activity “which may be termed as anti-national”, disregarding
the fact that this case has provoked a debate on what is anti-national. It asks that a mem-
ber of the faculty should assure the court “not only with respect to appearance before the
court, but also to ensure that his thoughts and energy are channelised in a constructive
manner”. The impression is inescapable: Even as it grants bail to the JNUSU president,
the court order may encourage the further policing and shrinking of the space for free
speech. Given that India has traditionally looked up to the court to protect and extend this
space, this is a disquieting portent.
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A Song or Two...

(For the cognisance of Justice Pratibha Rani)

1. Setting an unusual precedence, Justice Pratibha Rani starts her bail
order on Kanhaiya Kumar with a Hindi film song ‘Mere desh ki dharti sona
ugle’ (My country’s land brims over with gold and pearls). The fact is that
the Government of the day are inviting crony corporates and MNCs to loot

Democragy's sword

Courtesy: R Prasad, ET

the country’s land, its gold, its minerals, its

forests, and the country’s police and armed
forces are unleashed to massacre and mur-
der those peasants and adivasis who defend
the country’s land and resources! It would be
interesting to know whether our honourable
judge consider this corporate plunder of our
‘desh ki dharti’ and State repression that
facilitates that plunder, to be ‘nationalist’?
And also does she think that the State which
brands defenders of land and resources
against such plunder as ‘anti-national’?

2. In the bail order, Justice Pratibha
Rani also makes emotional references of the
soldiers who give up their lives on our bor-
ders. Professor Nivedita Menon, in contrast,
refreshes our S 9 fauE) 9 t@}
memory with a al el W W T
poignant Hindi IF 2 FHTfeeT-u-famT
film song by w7 ¢ @ ? sEw @
Makhdoom  zr rqm aam &t o
Mohiuddin T T A HT ASTEER
which evokes SR
a haunting - 3
narrative of a w4 Eq%
soldier part- il @Rﬂ%‘( # % B
ing to fight a il A q{ﬁ & Wﬁ %;
war. Menon E@ % an NN
reminds “The
refrain of the gfem g S m
song is — ‘Ask @ Sl I el ©
the departing ~ SIRI ST w1 9 T @
solider, where S % for foeen @
do you go?’ It ST 3

22



talks about death and destruction, of weeping women and hungry children. This
song about the futility of war also goes out to all those who say it is insulting to
the armed forces to raise our voices against widespread militarization of the
Indian subcontinent. Would we all be safer, including our soldiers, if the elites
of neighbouring countries and a global military industrial complex did not have

immense stakes in keeping THF F TR Y, T K@t 9a @
tensions running high? ! 3 W ? qRN Yﬁ?IT T FA R

3. Justice Pratibha Rani . 3 o
preambles her bail order by g ® .E G he T 9e | #E
H=argdl & 9 U, ST hl §ed &l

a Hindi film song to remind .
students of their patriotic duties. W@ = T R F &

In response, noted lawyer A B A W, T % g g =
Sanjay Hegde (in a television <@l e \ %Tﬁ'l?{ AT STHIT
discussion) reminded her of T 9 whicd €, Je §9e §9e
another popular patriotic Hindi TIId & TR U $ooid bl Al @Al
film song "Insaaf ki dagar T T 1 e IHL 9RA HT A @A
pe..." that she could’ve drawn e a1 faerm eifew foar o a1 &
inspiration from. - Shakeel Badayuni

Kanhaiya Kumar Bail Order
When the court seems imprisoned by a sense of majoritarian rhetoric

The order has collectively punished and stigmatised one of India’s best
universities, effectively turning it into an open jail or a place for Kanhaiya’s
rehabilitation.

Sanjay Hegde

The Delhi High Court order granting bail in Kanhaiya Kumar’s writ petition
is an exercise in judicial niggardliness. Far from being “a sentinel on the qui
vie” in the defence of a citizen’s fundamental rights, the court seems to be
imprisoned by a sense of majoritarian rhetoric. The order is only a recognition
that the prosecution did not appear to have any material evidence against the
accused that appears to have impelled the court to grant bail.

Grant of bail is subject to some badly crafted conditions, which are suf-
ficiently vague to warrant a withdrawal of the concessions, as and when any
application is made by the prosecution. The liberty of the citizen granted to

[1] http://kafila.org/2016/03/06/another-patriotic-song-to-counter-mere-
desh-ki-dharti/
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Kumar effectively turns the Jawaharlal Nehru University campus into an open
jail or a place for his rehabilitation, and turns his faculty into prison wardens,
charged with ensuring the inmate’s good conduct.

Multiple Assumptions

After narrating the history of the case and recording even the prosecu-
tion’s concession that there is currently no video evidence of Kanhaiya Kumar
actually raising objectionable slogans, the court sets out in detail the slogans
alleged to have been raised by some protestors. It also incorporates photo-
graphs of students and protesters holding posters that it deems anti-national.
It then goes on to say:

“Today | find myself standing on a crossroad. The FIR in question has been regis-

tered only on 11th February, 2016. Investigation is at the initial stage. The petitioner

is the President of Jawaharlal Nehru University Students Union. His presence at the
spot on 9th February, 2016 has been claimed on the basis of raw video footing of
that day i.e. 9th February, 2016. The petitioner at present is in judicial custody. The
question is, in view of the nature of serious allegations against him, the anti-national
attitude which can be gathered from the material relied upon by the State should be
a ground to keep him in Jail.

As President of Jawaharlal Nehru University Students Union, the petitioner was
expected to be responsible and accountable for any anti-national event organised
in the campus. Freedom of speech guaranteed to the citizens of this country under
the Constitution of India has enough room for every citizen to follow his own ideology
or political affiliation within the framework of our Constitution. While dealing with the
bail application of the petitioner, it has to be kept in mind by all concerned that they
are enjoying this freedom only because our borders are guarded by our armed and
paramilitary forces. Our forces are protecting our frontiers in the most difficult terrain
in the world i.e. Siachen Glacier or Rann of Kutch. It is a case of raising anti-national
slogans which do have the effect of threatening national integrity”

In these paragraphs, the court has made several assumptions. Firstly, that
the protests were “anti-national”, which is a judgment on politics and not on law.
There is no crime in Indian law which is defined or punished as “anti-national”.

Secondly, it puts on the elected president of the JNU students’ union the
responsibility of regulating and preventing “anti-national” activity. It like making
the president of the Patiala House Bar Association responsible for the conduct
of lawyers on the court premises.

Thirdly, it draws a false binary between soldiers defending the country’s
border and the fundamental rights of the citizenry so defended. It cannot be
the court’s case that soldiers defend only citizens who shut up. As has been
pointed out elsewhere, soldiers on the border and students on scholarship
come from the same stock of impoverished peasantry that is the backbone
of this country.
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Breathtaking Diatribe

The judgment then makes a stunning descent into anti-intellectualism:

“The petitioner belongs to an intellectual class pursuing Ph.d. from International
School of Studies, Jawaharlal Nehru University, which is considered as hub of
intellectuals. He may have any political affiliation or ideology. He has every right to
pursue that but it can be only within the framework of our Constitution. India is a living
example of unity in diversity. Freedom of expression enjoyed by every citizen can
be subjected to reasonable restrictions under Article 19(2) of our Constitution. The
feelings or the protest reflected in the slogans needs introspection by the student
community whose photographs are available on record holding posters carrying
photographs of Afzal Guru and Magbool Bhatt.

The faculty of JNU also has to play its role in guiding them to the right path so that
they can contribute to the growth of the nation and to achieve the object and vision
for which Jawaharlal Nehru University was established.

The reason behind anti-national views in the mind of students who raised slogans on
the death anniversary of Afzal Guru, who was convicted for attack on our Parliament,
which led to this situation have not only to be found by them but remedial steps are
also required to be taken in this regard by those managing the affairs of the JNU so
that there is no recurrence of such incident

The thoughts reflected in the slogans raised by some of the students of JNU who
organised and participated in that programme cannot be claimed to be protected as
fundamental right to freedom of speech and expression. | consider this as a kind of
infection from which such students are suffering which needs to be controlled/cured
before it becomes an epidemic.”

Coming from a “learned” profession, this breathtaking diatribe against
intellectuals raises some disturbing questions. Does the law approve only of
intellect which does not dissent? The paragraphs turn JNU into an open air
prison, with the faculty playing prison wardens. While celebrating the lives of
Afzal Guru and Magbool Bhat may be reprehensible, it might be reasonable
to ask whether a Godse Divas would invite the same judicial censure?

The judgment’s understanding of freedom of speech seems to rely more
upon the power to restrict than on protecting the freedom to speak. All in all, the
judgment proceeds on the belief that bail is a gift to be bestowed upon the worthy,
and not a mechanism to protect the freedom of an accused pending his trial.

Undeserved Liberty

The infection metaphor is allowed to develop into full gangrene in the
latter part where it notes:

“Whenever some infection is spread in a limb, effort is made to cure the same by giv-
ing antibiotics orally and if that does not work, by following second line of treatment.
Sometimes it may require surgical intervention also. However, if the infection results
in infecting the limb to the extent that it becomes gangrene, amputation is the only
treatment. To enable him to remain in the main stream, at present | am inclined to
provide conservative method of treatment. Taking into consideration the facts and

25



circumstances, | am inclined to release the petitioner on interim bail for a period of
six months.

The time is ripe that while giving some concession to the petitioner on monetary aspect
for purpose of furnishing the bond, he can be required to furnish an undertaking to
the effect that he will not participate actively or passively in any activity which may
be termed as anti-national. Apart from that, as President of JNU Students Union, he
will make all efforts within his power to control anti-national activities in the campus.
His surety should also be either a member of the Faculty or a person related to the
petitioner in @ manner that he can exercise control on the petitioner not only with
respect to appearance before the Court but also to ensure that his thoughts and
energy are channelized in a constructive manner.”

Effectively, Kanhaiya Kumar and his comrades of the students’ union are
being told that their liberty is being ensured by a court that considers them
to be undeserving of it. Kumar is being set at liberty only to ensure that his
infected intellect can be cured by the supervision of his faculty, in environs
whose safety has been secured by the sacrifice of soldiers. His continued
liberty is made contingent upon good personal behaviour and by ensuring
obedience among his compatriots.

The order has collectively punished and stigmatised one of India’s best
universities. More importantly it has underlined for the rest of us, the fragility of
our freedoms, when judges fail to protect them. Our defenders and expounders
of the Constitution, as revealed by this order, can be pitiful men (and women),
dressed in a little brief authority.

(Courtesy: Scroll.in, http://scroll.in/article/804667/kanhaiya-kumar-bail-order-im-
prisoned-by-a-sense-of-majoritarian-rhetoric)

Kyunki mantriji kabhi
™ student nahi thi

‘Sedition” =7
and boots
inJNU

Do £ i smess
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An Open Letter to Hon’ble HRD Minister Smrriti
Irani by Former JNUSU Vice President Anant
Prakash Narayan, Charged with *Sedition’

T H,

et wgfa s S

‘T vE’ THa q9eH e foee wA,
ARG THR

Tog o fRu MU auE oo K GAL s Ted TR § oro 9 W, 9@
A T I A R e o M I 2 o el e -
T8 T Th T FERYT # TSI R 9 S w9 g IS
Afad 2. God TR H 7 Ty 9§ f Rt oft safea 1 Area a0
SMHTH ST TfOTh Tl % MR W T w1 § dfesh Ak Ik Fg ol
§ o () F R AR H AR @

TG HEE HACE H UG AR oH % e § A oTen i Wt § R
9 39 W & wed favafommerl § STt e B THE F gU 9
fau e =M. Afed agen & Tme # oMW F fwRen a® wEe W
2 fon forg a@ @ el & woreE W oo <o gren frsn Tden Afed &
institutional TEX ® &9 § TR TE STAL QfRT § 37 9/ s W a7+
I & FE WEdl. Y 9R 9K AT SRd e w1 wewH (smeefedt) @i
assertmﬁﬁmmﬁmﬂﬁwmﬁﬁwmm
e T o A w7 o gfeE 9 wifud fRe e R # e aw uee
TEd § o Tk 3fed Wi S fR S qhelit I8W gU STehd 3T qH W S|
A 9 Sfed w39 TS H TH FEEQ T A & fau ged W @
off 98 T A BF % FROT Y Hi A1 FTEIE S o 2 @ STyl 39
Afeel & S0 &l HAW HTd G ITHT T81540 o AR W FHM gL 3Th T
T e e Afew on? ©f, # Ufed 1 A % 9N 99 K @ & S A
30 FreAvEEl o s S99 7 @ e, o0 Fedll dl ST qgad
T wig W off, 39 Afec i AW F AR WHR 3T U H TEAH G H
Sig W@ 97 Mgkl off TS Ol BN T SMUHT S Teh T TedH €
Wfer I TfeR 39 39 wfgen ¥ = B W of? w0 oM off fagearcrs
I FEHVER AN % 9e H @El B §7 ST qU A Fa gu ST i
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F AR N T BT AR SAUHT A0 TeH T e € A A AT
wifq frerre &1 # oot Sfq & IR § FE feerwd TE @ § R § T8
feetehel &l AT & 1 SR oW S=d WA % T ¢ al g S g
B e e faum/aaeE & ww @ S fafzal o 7 sew Ufea o1k
I WIORT 1 STaael/casteist oM@, HEH 1 39 casteism 3 caste
assertion T 3T<R THe &7 T Ul & FT MU I R ToAl- i Fuewt
£ fth ARTHUH S TR TWHN 3 HACT I ¥ &, I8 =0 sFaee
% 1 W I e HI GRATT GA F] ST G © S SRIETE B
TS &I TR A FHT TeiHIfaoh Hedl g9 THT G099 | o9 H <@t &

o SHig T fF o TgEfa we @ SR emueRl SRt @ fw
ARTHTE TR & Todl 1 ook ool Torfas gidegar et € s
Ig T2 B fF O god fed o R R % 9t TR o fRE
1 WA hl TG T HT FAE B 8. H T Iferd B % HROT SEh] UG
FT FTH AT TF S=F Hegd HI@l § AT Th T &9 % HROT 39
% I A€ S I T eIl 39 ST o <4 T o gk
B 1 FIN H T, AU GHS A B §, a ARl @ TR e
% g off B 87 SN S WS ) a9 76 UGl © ol SIS el
g % 39 fvae &1 T & 9% T T F % FHRU AU @ 9o sed
IR SUU TEe Rt <for wims, S foR Sfiaust off @ ged ®, & e free
TuE | B AT A1 8T HA.

AT ST A9 H HE-=TE X Hal fh Uled w1 §g & ST &I o
W 2. Ted W S sa TaHe e § TR ey gw T St € fon Afd
g e Tt 1 aiomd off. Afed faordelt worifa, fSeet s o of
g, & faam o

AU S A
"o Tow )| g
i Ry ot Ufed =t

.| Tema e fw
r | s o W%
foran. ot et
TWHR 9 FIeA
239 3 & B
favafaame™ =t
BET H FAME

As81ino

awil 8yl

eipuj Jo
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S WTed ?. Weel 1T W5, FTI, fR S k
HCU, AU, 3R @ JNU- 8R 79 | 1
A FOg | W9 e w1 gdwen fa, pEE//}/Hg
iR I USRI T8 AR T § TR et )
fafgai it geuee s @ of o' a'l #
W= wEe & & vl & agen &1 g9
@ @ ofi? TR "me | @ gan? fo
TR 9 g4 & 89 debar #R e S
2. fehd N MUl A Sfed & 3
fagra =&t A € for Heifua oafa 1 o
s s e e e o e
ﬁmmmm m%maﬁ Courtesy: Sandip Luis
T Tt =feu off o sl St &1 fola 3F 1 SR 3 foran Sma?
MY WfEWR Yered o 1 <G 1. 1 U I8 el ured ¢ T 5w
W H THH e H Oiftier qeA) (e euen faver T ?) € 3@ <w
% HfaeH o Tkl SR SR o Tddl S @ €. A 39 98 @l S
£ for 50 2w & o el § <o 9 snfcard AfewR & @y oo i
9IeATC Sied 87 § Tk e € ok o o favar T &, dfed § T8
T ¥ foh wd wt enfde wr@et w q s fee o safa s
AR € IR W @ R off ofeen & 9 T A I 9 W R g
% amgelt idal & v TR o TERR & uw € gy <@ ot o &
UG . T TH W b I HY T HA G TS §aM K1 R BT R
IR BH @ & U fRdl e STeR % fau 9 € @ ew s| e
W ATl TE Sl Tehdl, Igd & B GHEH € Tl U fe@e 9 enR
T T A ST Tae A ¢ {6 IR HE AN R wREH § wm W
W ? I o8 ¥ 9% 9 o @I T dl SHh §id B ol W o S
faars o & S, § 3@ 7% F T @ @ 'ie w1 €, WA 9
2 fop forell ot ween &1 ded oF & fog 98 S € T Sue S/
Sl W T O o'y fhar S ok S8 R ] AR SEal S W,
7o foar oft oo oI oft =gd o 1. 37 qeft Sl B g b 9K
TR = H AR FE o ST A 9 wD SR € 22 €9 He g8 S
£ fon STkl HiISE SR 1 39 GHT 29 W G A A o, fha
IR gfgshfoal @ faar @ 2 sdifae omugeg & feM ® 7 o 9w
¥ 2 BEl 4 USR] WER T U TEW € uH WAL WA & fEdrs
A=l @ o o IR WHR SNTHTH & Fiegides TR, S Hane
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el el 820 €, % WSS &1 o] % % U g @ qiies 2. R Sue
fu o7 sl © fop oo @ g 3 9% S 1 e i @ Y T
WM. e favafaemer @ SR S=ehal B STE @ €, FEifey e
O W 8 A, Y JRCICE & FRVER fege TR Ud HURe Toie
I AN FH H T AL & IH! € Tk o TR oft favafomem w
WA & Sl god B & STh] a6lg BT HT HOH @1 ol €. A e Jorfen
foamum & wfd i for sggepfiae o fovam & wd €, & Wy gl €
IR 79 TEHERGAR % WY T €, 7 A TR off ©n ) sHig T
X & S T o € WS WeR i) W o S1o drehd seR H b R
2 ¥ TR THA H.

AfeH a1q e FEH AT O A FEIM, Th aR e fm T e
Wk e W fRAT o ql oMy T @ S SMeRY U k1 HIYWr A @
oft 3R 3T Sl & e k1 TaTen % W off, ofT W o e U W E, 9
et fafera & wifer ffe off ol o1 @1 @ ff 9 o @igd @1, S5

3MYeh g1 oA/ TR RSl
3T~ YehlIT ARTATT
Ex- Vice President, INUSU

Cryptic crossword

HE B BB EB
JEEENE RN

Courtesy: R Prasad, ET

Rpead
2 down. Encourage chaos, he loves his country! =

PAT RioT —=> PATRIDT
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