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Torct Ueh aRTeh H HId TTEH 3t Uk T eI a1e Tt @ foh e et (qerem
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SFRTEhT Tregafer 2e, St fiaw w3 el SR 8, S ST S ik H Ere
1 Toh IR WA SR TTREAT o Sffer TR e AT wehl St g I e
—Forereh sTe 3= o ol Fug oft <t foh ST BT 3w g form o fort s
et forett el foram aifer e et oft it ok T W STaehT s o e
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ST ST AT TR TG oh SR et = e wieif, it foh 9 18 bt
IMF 1€ sl 513 |, IR gra {3 foh qifshearT T ST €T IR 3TTdehare
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foreet ST o ) et RS o STTEW, TTTeREaT o R T T o ST
o6 foTu SAerrster wel AT Al gL, b, STeaIST S fori & & =fi g awii o
T hefet WTfeREa o1 e fora, sifes < T WA o A et % A
e shT Hearqul Sl it ST forarm| Siteht Tregafcr = Wi 9Ra % STdi 1
T T AR 3 ToF TR 3ATdehaTe ol s et i § TRt for
21 e T THIL-EYR T T St § =1 g i S A 76 8, o Aty
WA STEel H HHT IR SRS 6 e, 0 h1LaTs heh 370 FRTREhRT shT geat
T3 AT TTEAT 2, AT I8 I R0 o i el 3 forr T T o e, Fomeh
T YR U8t & €1 BRICS 3R SAARC S Hel o HTea ¥ faqor ufsr o aier
ST AT 2| AT TEEHTIH H ATTehet =1 T2 oht HeTaaT o1s 718, at freh ger &=1
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Editorial

THEAT R o MM ST AR o ToTT SHIER ST 31 YA
SR 3t T g =Ry

ST 22 3T I TH A TF ATFATGT T8 TEHTH T
AT foram 3R 26 f&Ty AnTt Y g o, A e
Trr AT 3 et W ARt fem st e sht ok ifedi 3 fae
= 6t 7 i g oft a7 Sufle s R frdt off g
TSI HYHL o T RIS 3T TR S=fiehe wiesh Lot §
¥ U § G I TR I | IE A g S AT ST I
Ul TERR  TR-SIR Trme ez @ fof Article 370 o fes
EE AR o e a1 o B ) £ M o s B o i
HATIHATE THTH BT TIT &, TRt JeTalTHT ST Teer T S -
TR EH ATl STThT BT $Hoh ITe ITRT L & ST FIH
AT ShT TRTIAR STeTs ST 3@t STt o6t 9fF i 2 3Tl hed
ST T F UTTHEA ohl g0t § TiTHAT 3 STRITT BT T
A o ToT el 39T AT S UL R o i o for Tt
it TR T % e wiferede 1 TsHifaer &9 § 3R
ST TR T STHT-USHT FHEAT BN Al =R 7 it o=
THTAHT ST T gt & 317k 1T o o7Te, 2 it oft veemmm
BH o ORI shT =T o sheell § oI ST shi SeleT ol @
2 14.05.2025 1 TS I S TW Rl % STgEw,
TeHEET 7 Shelel U §He ohi St o feufa waRig stuge
1 fard R €, afcss 32 8= dat § S e ared
AT Rt e o A 3ot T1eh o § oft farperar fems @,
et 3t Frorterss sifirerr s oft

FETRT % 18 S Tl o ST A 8, ST et U 2w
i fhe o STTaR S %15 +ft 3¢ 3o &, 39 AT S|
ST 8 ST S H STAT ST 2l SRR JAIST 36 TR
! G HEHGTSE i BIATOT Gfefel o et | et hl
fow T wmTTe <t e Eft e o6 T T e o
F & fou fngar o, ag frerea efEmn o= afger
TN sh STeared (0] AT ST sfisidt I /et o afere FRreT
S8 gy At 718 oft, S % TR seEt § o anfera 71
| STTSHTE JFeTd § AISA I SaRT o STEHeT H1Y FHI oh
RgeTT® WTter bt Sied <Rl ITfeRed™ g AR fiRre St <y
Fiqarrr Hifear faiet W et & wremor st
T I3M T T FIR TSt ohT T3] AT H ST Arefigr Ar it
% TSR TR TRTSTT o RaeT, el o7ere %t 1 uftrg
SHIIAT T G TTH o FoTT Tt oh 1T STRIYT o e

AT S5 TR T, I8 fRTehTad Ush Safth T Adt SRR
AT TS AT % T W Y off, o v siEe
TeigT o af1e Tk et shfer o Tiid o Hter 3aTT &) Tt
T GHTE T T FhT T Foroheta T TeenTi o ifedi
fere = gffir et 3 forcherar & wraet faam mam, 31 o7 s
R Afieh T T STHT-AHT TSl &, oF7 o iy e 3T o=
=T & SATATST bl FoIel ST TET & ek Wi T e forer
o WG T T ot et el &1 a1 fehaT oft Shastic =
1 21| HT T & TSI SIS H A7 Gl 7, NS s off 360
i e 2, 3 dfeq T Stom @ ww # aw ofR oft
ST BT ST & o ST AR 1 TITT ohl 36k 70! &9 o
T@ A €, 9 ThIE T AR s W (3T aeR)
freTdTaTY o Higet shl TR bt 3TN 3@ Teh UHT GHTST SHTT
et WE aTel TR o SIS, AN ahl = S it <
STTehTEATS T T TSI Tcieh ShTLaTs ohT HRTGRM il ®
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1857 : &TSit 2ETed &sit faererd &t iifdd gredror

W /T SETE

1857 <h SHT-G-STSTET # fewg- et -fre Trsft grarifat s eta-oiiist SFerg! aTed :
st forrera foraent fegeaet Zieft mifereme s A enfi 3 !

10 9 1857, To toam =t feog R o ey Tarcisrar & &
= 3 fege, o Si Rl 3 e forg i v a<t
HIHTSIATET qhd T I &1 offl 30 STavel wehel § 31T
TG ol 8 ST ST STt T STE 3T faaT o foh o7m
A W TS AT & T & el | oF1 o O | o aF el
THERIT; e e o sfie AiyaTiien sieal i S7wet § e
BT ST 3T 3 57 31 7 en1fiden Wk e g e e %
T e SRITE R B I ST o fo S <t w6
oTE S H S WA ATt o HaAt (TS q8) 3 9Ra # st
TS o ARGAT (ATE ™) i g awT oo o SR vRd |
T AT 8 1 gl ST qEH sl AT S SR 2d
SN 1 6T B F AT <A1, A1k 3T & § T @wsht
ATSHT T R AT N

39 3T I A § AW o g TR e 3T e TR
AR A T gt uwT fora o6 g R geemT sen 4 &t
2 ST T ) T A1 A @ R WivaTten Tt s gan
T AT YA THTST bl G oh AT W S1eAT 3T ol Th
TSR S T ATl 1857 o THdAdT €U H, e S
ITEehT  WIeft sTTera 261 A1 fear o, fegati-quem -t
o ST (el Th[2 BIet S St shuelt o 31 o Raeis
T SRt & A TR Faitat & fo Rt s fommer
TR W TG TRl BTetiioh ST Sfid T SAfer 78 Tert 3
ST T T 7T Wil o6l 318 § €1 6viel &1 &l

30 WEH W1 T e HedTs R 9 gt T € o
gEehT qded THTETES, JIeT SIeNe SEIGEIE S, diet
Hsfieete @M ST ST fhiskre + e fomm
Tum H i, uted, efl, SHier, foram, =, aefie,

e, wfeetTd, e 37wt sfcrit-endt o <in oft wifire gu
RS 3t Sttt 2

feqaficr wiaTREFRaT % TiSRT SieHrari #I 30 Uferfis
TS ¥ AT T e @ o, 11 WS, 1857 & S
Shilcrehil BT < JECH STETGT IMTE S hi HRA h Tl
Tk ST foram o, 3a 70 Sfawra & oft sarer & fig o
STETGIITE ST 1 SIEYTE S H FHT e, dTelm 2 3
TAETHYTS 3 et HftreR T ofl

1857 % TUTH T Teiford THhTCA A GedTasT <7 o TU-=o] |
it e fore o, foR M Fqe R T 8, o foRat
A T T Tl €, Th B g 3R 1857 T Sil-
HATSTET H e &1 01T sh BTG 311 36 W 3hi HrearTgdi sgd
WE w9 Y I wqrdl § foh Rgquemm steme s dEl
T o st gy o1 Siftde ST onT Uk e & §9 §
BIECERR

fafsr et o it = e e i Tt seTed it g
IGF FS AN S AHHIC SIS H Iuersd § T T
A B

et

ToRtfmt o fowett (B 11 8 1857 o fo Sapemfordt 3 Si0isft
TR | Feh U0 o ek T R el TS =i fofam o)
T oS! I SO ATk ohT HATT ST T ) Seh! T Telt o foh
3R TS S faeet| 8T H 37 77E a1 9 <%1 H Weoh 8¢ O i
T At TEl B 1857 S & <o fdr e a
SIS T A Tt 3T STelaw Srrsidt ohi g5 off 37 3
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Disarming of the 11th Cavalry at Berhampore, 1857

TR T8 ST =T o7 fof foett 7 His seatrslt &1 37K
TINTH T &1 o T WX SIeaTIT ST Ao HuehTel = s 36
HeaTs ! WiTohd A @ foh ST o WIfenT AR STl i
T IR o e g querH-frg i foedt &
femTeTa s w1 fawelt 3T SehetTelt BT ot o 57 SART o6
Tl 3 off 3 At 3 T o Fsfiveee ], T e g,
o e, e qemw, d fie ST w STl SR
Sererelt S oy Rttt “qeforr & she & e ot farme
sTEnd fegatt i &t o

Tég e Uk fore 3T o oAl oft SHehT SHaTSIT 38 ST
T T ST HHAT & STef ST o GHCT b1 eIl e o foTg
QTESTET o STHT oh Teh 1T ohl Sieh-STeh ohlah Hi 9L ol TRIT ST
TET 21| 36 AT i TE SR A § Tee SFEIGRITE SR 37
e Bfver sferamfet it disert # dfedt 3 seeht STt 3amd,
HIATE =TS 3R STate foom it STee ivarfies siet 7
BT T SHToTT Sehetrslt BT et 2 oft wit-arey o fcraier s
HIYUTT S 5T I8 T fofT sht ST +ff UT st g8 T S
30 A & e e s

giemor
ST (3T BT H) 7 ST 2Teehi o RaeiTeh gl S 37
T ST ShT TTET HEH Sfcler 54 frerferet T ush St StTar

IR 2| THHE S, BT 3R AT b FHIT, it 377
T % fogH K 31U & & U 5 Tfigr AN 1857
o ST e firerd € o faedt SR g sret dre 2 oft
HE A1 3T T & T R 1 ST ST SR 3
et |reft Tt A o o |, S ge i et Sf e
¥ Tt o, firerR e fosie i qatEt 3 i 57 & T
fireTeRt SohatTelt ST o faeeft Fqer & | fiete o1t
g & @ dr F off 77 & sfamm & 9 & & s
ST ) % 3TEUSHT sht THAT H qeh T 2l WA 151 Toh
ToTierek g 7 fooelt & Hewmar 9 ug UM iR B AU
AT TSTT3T ShT T ST ST © 32 BT T ATHAT AT UL |
Teraesr & o7 o SererTfertt o g1y ¥ feeedt fepet 91 % @re
5 3T B et & T foram S Hia ot o g )
ST A 3 AAT ¥ 3 EIH-SET o iR g Eem
TehdT Sl 36 IR /e & 3o+ T e o fon, ?Rﬁ 19
SHET 1858 i HiEll 3 o o1a gFAT S oh THATT STalfoh
TR ST T ST T SIS g R e g g i
TEHHT 334 QI U1 oh STTATSAT T Tl T W1 ISHT 3R
32 Sefiet

Tt 3 weh oI ST S TE o TR, STeTet g S

RSV

% 13 i 9dist wehitEie S Rl ofi gt § Eiaisties it 0T
it <t SRifoR ohl 36 o ¥ 32 i o T forier femam el
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SR T W | feg e o ofter o T S
T ST T SR YT 8| e ARt o fome 5
T Gyer o siter o erfaame 3 fEar % e o ffda
T ewot vifvent frrs 1 iferT 1857 W gelt sl
fore e Hiiewelt ol aed @ wmaron fég e g sish
Tl o [l Uoh SIS §U B oh el 0 et 7T gerehl
ST SR &

HIRTHT ST ST SFRATEAT o o HRTEE HicH of ST S @i oh
g T TG AT o TSI ST T a1 J SIS
| e T H G i Sl ST TRIT S e H ol et
O U S o6 U T Uk AT Wi Ot et foar

ST € 39 HUH o o1 T et @ Hele T oTel a1 3R
T Rk et TR R TS WIS T AT = =eET e
IFead @M TR IR eI e o and o R e
TeTe | o1 SsfiererRT g sl shifdeh it ST shi S HeTedt
T offl T I % SRM ST sial /T T, S, Sl
T SEATAST 36 IR HealTs shl SR hid & foh 31 S
ShifRTIET hl ST @ & Uae ST AT &1 1T 3R ST o
Tl FTelST(eh &9 § 1 Y]

AT fore fég et T ek o dlel shi T o e o &t
T TG H AT SIS ST ohl e STl ST ST 3Bl ATl b
T T T[T SR, ST, SE0eh! EeeT ST ot fener e )

TTEA
FIeT e (319 TeTE H) WSS HeWE IS
oIl FE o Ueh TS SR &, TSl SRIgertel HeATR S 34-
HIET 3T ST TSI T/ {9 Held Wd 9| $2 Here
HI 3HUS EHT o RaaTs Sed 1 HeT el fohanl g
forgire ® gert | 3 ATt # @ 9, Ft % YAl Aee
W) 37 AN = TRt a1 W 3 31 hifdeni Tl § Hoeh
it fopam @it wier & @il rfmerat ot &t w
THAT AT 1 § F AT ALHIETS o |1 S Tl 9T SAUST
T W AT Ad @I ATAT SISATS 1860 Th ST & &1
TE o Ao 36t A 15 STt Bl S § R fohg g
S e § 17 st 1860 I HiEl T THIT M) HeTrel
Tt off ST 1860 H € RN X Tk 3 3% ot e o
TS w9 3 S & |

HET AR

HICTT : WETIQRT o HITT & § TS BISil ohl TR ShH
ATt ST SeeTelt BT | T 36 |TS A AT 2, T
T, THUSRITE ST Hicwel! sidt & 9| 37 AnT - e
SIST & Tt e St 3 e T firmet ohm & firerdt &
Hieft T gk ST 480 g Huem-fig wfem & w17
fawr, 1858 =1 THTS o I H YIS Y AT 20 1859 Tk
ST HITH 3T e A T SR 18 3T, 1859 i AR
& T TererE it TERT it aeTe @ S ST T S e
6T e # fer fRIagdy o Wit ot cieshig ) foptisTemTe et
+ff ST o BT T <17y

i : WA § T S o Sehertslt falie @ aft
aTferth 21 ifer a5 AT 9 TEl STl € o Tt wrerfians o6
AN G % e Ush Y, Tel™ 119 @ 2| T shl g
BT o G Y o FETHT TRTseRT 2| 1o Fe o STt
FHT ST ot St o5 fefict o Tt ot 8T T Fefeel ot g aMT
4 FTUA, 1858 T TTETEd U1 7T 39 =3 § I S5 7 AT
arferw & for reiens At Fsft e sifterrt v qoem =
Afee HER [H] off| IR T TR SR S, F
i S WA o Jai H ST QA1 BT Fohrarert foham
FHITTHI-TC (FTRR) T5 H o ASd gE T o &1 (17 S,
1858) TR Tl

TRATE

Fe TS 6 AToh H W TG o e H SRR ST
ﬁwﬁwﬁﬁwwwﬁawmwww
SR T o e wedn! gt T 9 32 firerr wedt e
T TS 1 =M o foTT, 3773 wewii aredt fég i qaemmi
&1 areft afufe o1 7 oM I ST HueTE % site g T
T AT, Fe AT ok G ok gT Ay W Sfesiy
T e fecett & SerctTell STTE o Uae o o ST 3 19T
eI wee we i & A @H SR @H |, geiim i
ITh 243 TEART 1 Uk & {7 (24 A, 1860) I el
TP & A e B dt TS| SHS e 4 5
Shifceptiet Y ST e W oft fteier @ feam fomrer
HROTH 21e g3 foh 39oh 1 g forll o goral o 3l el

Teh &1 ol AT Wl <kl 14 IS 3iRd
A o TH edore T GO | Uiy o & feetart =2 ohi, sifen
ST ST H AT GRE] § ST ool Afgetrsti 3 o 31
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T H 3H Ol i WiE 1857 I e § Welerd S
TS TR AR § i W 8, 3 3T aR
AT ATl % W &St €, e 36 e gam §
FHUST o T BRI 33TT ST 370 J0TT 3hT SATEHa 3l

T2t TR o AEHRTRR 57t 7 €t 50 & SmeT wfeasdt 3
TSI 3 foA WY T Tt ST 38 © 14 SehaiTlt STt ol
@ UH & S, oAFT o | g foRam TR o se i
RT3 o6 AT S 37k ST AT et TR &

ST ST 1811 T U e IR 8 ST off 3 9T 9o o
Tk 7 ST foRTeft rtargat o e e viftree fordt <
T 1858 o 37T H SIS f Toh 5 1 Sidt s ST fofar St
feam 5ok GHT o +ff vrete g gEt &t & ueh SR el
wfea AR <oft offi $7eT ST 1829 H Ueh TR wiEm # ga
ol 3 oft 2fORrR o SIS BT | v ot W 1857 % i A
St TS TS TR B © € TS| 1819 W T el e
TSR o ST TTiel shi T ATt off| 8 I o srergdl @
AL, Al 1857 & 37 W SIS gRT FTRGIR o ot T8 311
et o =TT 4 T

et &7 hY Tk I Sehettell FiSa AfeelT Wirert <ot off, S
T afEm H 1834 % 4a1 g offl 3 +ft ST o foreg sl
33M o I # 1857 H widdh w wreeht foar | g6t s 9
Tl T ST g off, FoFTehT S 1833 H gAT oM ek
et T HEEHH TSR TRER § oT SR ot SHst 3
g AeTwRTT % staaT fafie 37 § fewa fomr ok
13 3 SISl HfeaTTaTl o §T e T e T3 T 3T
TS ST, Afeel 35N, 1831 H e afEar 7 5= 7 +ff
T W SIS I o RaciTeh SRR 38R 7R Wit o
The 2T <JHTI 2T War 261 &l Teh 3T Seheell et SHier St
1835 H U 93 TR # ST off| S +ff <=7 i AT 5
o e gu STt ST i il

wfeaTedt St 7eM Feia 1 78 faafear sgd i 8l T
R 31 TS Aigell, AR T =dTe iam o ST,
8 1857 <t hifar o smrifiver R H & wiEft 3 e oAt =
ST &t & SIS o Rae weet ST 6om 4 8 3R S
ATt S Afeeat % A € 1829 H TS qiER F S
T, TSI aftEm & 1833 H it TeeR, 1832 § s
TRER T ST ST ST 1831 H STWHT 31T [STTe UiEr]

Eicifcetcicill

T e 3 3Pt Y TeuTs § S v % faed 3
Tf ERER S foRaet fRted & @igt Wit oft S T g
foreT T W gU off 39 T ST I T % TH W
TR TSI 8 37 STCHTST ohl U oL o STTaehdT 2

“oITT Yo B SHTEd & BRA a18 [378A1] BisT 7 3G W gHeT
TobeT| Ao §R o1 GTHAT T 9T, 21 BHorl & AR ST 37K
21 % SH! 1 #1 a8 © FSIFRTR A1 98T 3 | 3R
I A i & 18 AT o R 9 gae T 1) 78
T T 1k S T Y SIS F 9T T & I F THH
TSI 371 el 1 &7 fear 1)

fafcrnT waet Te & U TTER g TI5RT o TaTegTdT sHe
T T ATGT-GT BT S o FoIq TR ST o7 | S8
T 2, 1858 T WSt T8 70+t e § forar foh-

st Bis 8 % @ FH 60 8K 1R 1argl 8 3% 70
SR S7afia et SR deeeri & sy F am g
@R =T & GEHH &1 1 Teg, T & 7T 8 3R 9199 o1 Toh ©
1o 3 S FISTelT SERITE, Torfor o3 ek & 1o7q 379 T 1
TR} ey ot T_T )

Teh 37 IS HHT, HE T 4 HeF WRA | IS 1 &
AN § TR feeary i ol 3 & § anfirr i feerd
T Ui A B 3T ST T H fora fo,

TSI, STEHYT, FETHH 3RS, T % TR 3R T %
TSI, 3R & THA A aTcd IR GIR @ a1, “HeeTs
THER 8 R TeHe 3q% TR &, SR F& & @l Hl
TeeH ATt 1 T 36 FH [S7] 7 [GR RGeTTF) T a1
g

TS TEI3H, Ueh SIS AT AT S e I shosTT hiaTel
AT & Soet oM gt ot ST T, STt 37 et A
g ¥ a3, H gTiae gl Tehl off| e 3 oiamss o foshratarnT
T W ATSHA Sl Tl 25, 1857 hl SR Ueh U1 § sl
X g fora for <ter o fehratem wea  afiaer gu al,

T 2 BSTR ART 6Te] SHIA R IS 9, Gat 91 7d gul H 7
37qt formgft B UaT FTRT ot TET @1 o1 AT SR T
o1 57 4 37 1 & e GiE A @ o, F W G 9 Al
STETY ST 9 3R STl %) ooTe d 33 8] U7 16 9] T8 T
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wrHifdEwRl § @ T Fsfieee @ 4 @1 AN A8

’Wﬁﬁmaﬁrmrﬁmﬁwaﬁtﬁc—vﬁﬁgq%méaé

IR YIAH-T-HATSTED | 13 TS 1857 <l =T M|
9 € 50 HTfcTe foqed SR

U7k o & I 1 STId 8 o |

7 §HR] Tl Teqed gHRI

S ERIIA [T cH1] @ 9H & ST ER|
Tober1 e [T ], Tohet11 737 [GReia] 6 g1 € =R
A1 8 STEEST [3UST135] Tord -5 1 €]
SR TPHIAT Teld TeqR GHRT

18 gifec W so7dT GFR 1 TahRIl

5G] 31TH-311%d 1 1 H SRl

T 1 19T 8 RIRT A SR

151 VIEIaT 4 e, HeA-Aa AABRT

ISt AT 36t SISTR, SRETaT 3R
Téq- e, for@ g i @IRT-@Iry
g 8 TSI 1 FeT 38 TATH gHRII

fég- el =1 Uh-gat o foru wefired st arami 1 78
T ST 168 Wt et w=rm o SAfde 4 o1l geeht
AT oft qfy T ST w21 A WAt SN gEA F
ARG, AT o st wret 37 atdi § gufard 8 36 o
% fég 3 e % e o i ST g et of foR
TR ST BT <Y 390 S T AT ST +ff gfYehet e 2
Toriftr o1 AT o, ST TR 6 SR 3 T 919 IS TR,
TR AT, I Fe o fF <1857 w1 R fégedt oin
TEHMT T | FHMH A1) 36 T W1 @ T 1857
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Repulse of a rebel sortie on the Delhi Ridge, 1857
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WHY 10 MAY DESERVES A GRAND COMMEMORATION

B Akash Bhattacharya

10 May 2025 marked the 168™ anniversary of
the Revolt of 1857. It went rather unnoticed, as
usual. While the Revolt has attained iconic
status as the first war of independence, its role
as an act of nation-making remains overlooked.
This is partly due to historical oversight and
partly due to deliberate attempts to manipulate
its historical memory.

The rebel leaders set forth the ideal of national
sovereignty vis-a-vis European colonial rule.
They imaged the nation as plural and diverse;
its cartographic template broadly
corresponded to undivided India.

The Revolt produced the earliest known
articulation of a modern sovereign Indian
political identity, in the form of Azimullah
Khan’s iconic composition: Hum Hai Iske
Malik, Hindustan Humara. Composed by a
Muslim leader, it spoke about an Indian
identity based on unity of all religions and
communities, especially between Hindus and
Muslims. The song was infused with the spirit
of unity that guided the Revolt: Hindus and
Muslims chose each other as leaders, and
fought shoulder to shoulder against a
colonizing force.

Other than the Hindu-Muslim unity, the Revolt
also stood out for its mass character, social
diversity and unprecedented scale. All these
together shocked the Britishers. The British
Crown ended Company rule and started
governing India directly after suppressing the
Revolt.

From here onwards, they deliberately
introduced ideas of racial superiority and racial

segregation as dominant ideologies of the
empire. The Indians now came to be projected
as barbaric, as people who must be controlled.
This was a way of suppressing India’s political
agency whose powerful display almost cost the
British the empire in 1857.

1857 onwards, we find a conscious effort by the
British government to divide Indians on
religious lines as a matter of policy. Religious
fault-lines were deliberately played up in the
post-1857 colonial discourse, and religious
conflict came to be projected as a key element
of Indian “barbarism”.

Despite the Revolt’s composite character, or
rather because of it, the Britishers blamed the
Muslim community for conspiring to
destabilize their rule, and began to exclude
them from the freshly constituted structures of
governance. At the same time, they pretended
to be benevolent to Hindus, and attempted to
“befriend” Hindus as a community. This
created a political and economic chasm
between the two communities, and eventually
tore the country apart.

Far from being a revolt of a few disgruntled
kings, queens and feudal lords, 1857 was a
national uprising of peasants whether in
soldiers’ uniforms or without, artisans and
small traders, and other sections of the Indian
people cutting across caste and creed. The
appointment of the titular Mughal ruler as the
leader was nothing more than a tactical move.

While several Indian princes played a major
role in eventually betraying the rebels, the
princes who emerged as rebel leaders
invariably connected with the masses. Kunwar
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Singh from Bihar is a good example. He led a
mass rebellion in Shahabad, which was
remarkable for the armed guerrilla warfare of
peasantry against imperialism, its Hindu-
Muslim unity, and its spirit of democratic
equality towards the peasant masses and
oppressed castes.

The mass character of the Revolt arose from
the events which preceded it. For almost two
decades preceding the Revolt, its epicentres
had witnessed militant movements of Adivasi
peasants against the colonial-feudal nexus of
exploitation and oppression.

The Revolt of 1857 was followed by several such
movements such as the Santhal rebellions
which presaged the worker-peasant-Adivasi
agitations of the 1920s and 1930s. The Revolt
was thus a precursor to the 20™ century
freedom struggle in which revolts against
societal exploitation combined with revolts
against colonial rule and tireless efforts to
build Hindu-Muslim unity, to create a
nationalist mass consciousness that accepted
justice, equality and fraternity as central

National Army Museum

objectives of nation-making.

Not only the British but also Indian feudal
forces were taken aback by the scale and
diversity of the Revolt. VD Savarkar was among
those uncomfortable ones. His much-
celebrated book on the Revolt of 1857
downplayed its mass character, overlooked the
peasant and Adivasi rebellions it gave birth to,
and portrayed Hindu-Mulsim unity as a tactical
rather than principled move by the rebels.

Given that Savarkar’s worshippers are now
ruling the country, no wonder their aggressive
nationalism has little space for the Revolt of
1857 except its manipulative commemoration
by VD Savarkar. Unwilling to accept a deeply
plural and diverse popular movement as a
foundational moment of the modern Indian
nation, Hindutva narratives of the nation’s
origin hark back to an ancient “Hindu”
Brahminical past. It becomes important for
today’s secular, democratic forces to
commemorate the Revolt of 1857 as not only a
war of independence but also as a foundational
act of nation-making. e

Rebel sepoys, 1857
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THE REVOLT IN THE INDIAN ARMY

B Karl Marx

This article by Karl Marx was published in the New-York Tribune on June 15th, 1857, and was transcribed by
Tony Brown, accessed from the Marxist Internet Archive. It is being reproduced here to understand the historical
context of India as viewed by Karl Marx, who was observing the freedom struggle closely

The Roman Divide et impera was the great rule
by which Great Britain, for about one hundred
and fifty years, contrived to retain the tenure of
her Indian empire. The antagonism of the
various races, tribes, castes, creeds and
sovereignties, the aggregate of which forms the
geographical unity of what is called India,
continued to be the vital principle of British
supremacy. In later times, however, the
conditions of that supremacy have undergone a
change. With the conquest of Scinde and the
Punjaub, the Anglo-Indian empire had not only
reached its natural limits, but it had trampled
out the last vestiges of independent Indian
States. All warlike native tribes were subdued,
all serious internal conflicts were at an end, and
the late incorporation of Oude proved
satisfactorily that the remnants of the so-called
independent Indian principalities exist on
sufferance only. Hence a great change in the
position of the East Indian Company. It no
longer attacked one part of India by the help of
another part, but found itself placed at the
head, and the whole of India at its feet. No
longer conquering, it had become the
conqueror. The armies at its disposition no
longer had to extend its dominion, but only to.
maintain it. From soldiers they were converted
into policemen, 200,000,000 natives being
curbed by a native army of 200,000 men,
officered by Englishmen, and that native army,
in its turn, being kept in check by an English
army numbering 40,000 only. On first view, it
is evident that the allegiance of the Indian
people rests on the fidelity of the native army,

in creating which the British rule
simultaneously organized the first general
center of resistance which the Indian people
was ever possessed of. How far that native
army may be relied upon is clearly shown by its
recent mutinies, breaking out as soon as the
war with Persia had almost denuded the
Presidency of Bengal of its European soldiers.
Before this there had been mutinies in the
Indian army, but the present revolt is
distinguished by characteristic and fatal
features. It is the first time that sepoy
regiments have murdered their European
officers; that Mussulmans and Hindoos,
renouncing their mutual antipathies, have
combined against their common masters; that

“disturbances beginning with the. Hindoos,
have actually, ended in placing on the throne of
Delhi a Mohammedan Emperor;” that the
mutiny, has not been confined to a few
localities; and lastly, that the revolt in the
Anglo-Indian army has coincided with a
general disaffection exhibited against English
supremacy on the part of the great. Asiatic
nations, the revolt of the Bengal army being,
beyond doubt, intimately connected with the
Persian and Chinese wars.

The alleged cause of the dissatisfaction which
began to spread four months ago in the Bengal
army was the apprehension on the part of the
natives lest the Government should interfere
with their religion. The serving cut of
cartridges, the paper of which was said to have
been greased with the fat of bullocks and pigs,
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and the compulsory biting of which was,
therefore, considered by the natives as an
infringement of their religious prescriptions,
gave the signal for local disturbances. On the
22nd of January, an incendiary fire broke out in
cantonments a short distance from Calcutta.
On the 25th of February the 19th native
regiment mutinied at Berhampore the men
objecting to the cartridges served out to them
On the 31st of March that regiment was
disbanded; at the end of March the 34th sepoy
regiment, stationed at Barrackpore, allowed
one of its men to advance with a loaded musket
upon the parade-ground in front of the line,
and, after having called his comrades to
mutiny, he was permitted to attack and wound
the Adjutant and Sergeant-Major of his
regiment. During the hand-to-hand conflict,
that ensued, hundreds of sepoys looked
passively on, while others participated in the
struggle, and attacked the officers with the butt
ends of their muskets.

Subsequently that regiment was also
disbanded. The month of April was signalized
by incendiary fires in several cantonments of
the Bengal army at Allahabad, Agra, Umballah,
by a mutiny of the 3d regiment of light cavalry
at Meerut, and by similar appearances of
disaffection in the Madras and Bombay armies.
At the beginning of May an emeute was
preparing at Lucknow, the capital of Oude,
which was, however, prevented by the
promptitude of Sit. H. Lawrence. On the 9th of
May the mutineers of the 3d light cavalry of
Meerut were marched off to jail, to undergo the
various terms of imprisonment to which they
were sentenced. On the evening of the
following day the troopers of the 3d cavalry,
together with the two native regiments, the
11th and 2oth, assembled upon the parade-
ground, killed the officers endeavoring to
pacify them, set fire to the cantonments, and
slew all the Englishmen they were able to lay
hands on. Although the British part of the

brigade mustered a regiment of infantry,
another of cavalry, and an overwhelming force
of horse and foot artillery, they were not able
to move until nightfall. Having inflicted but
little harm on the mutineers, they, allowed
them to betake themselves to the open field
and to throw themselves into Delhi, some
forty miles distant from Meerut. There they
were joined by the native garrison, consisting
of the 38th, 54th and 74th regiments of
infantry, and a company of native artillery.
The British officers were attacked, all
Englishmen within reach of the rebels were
murdered. and the heir of the late Mogul of
Delhi proclaimed King of India. Of the troops
sent to the rescue of Meerut, where order had
been re-established, six companies of 15th of
May, native sappers and miners, who arrived
on the murdered their commanding officer,
Major Frazer, and made at once for the open
country, pursued by troops of horse artillery
and several of the 6th dragoon guards. Fifty or
sixty of the mutineers were shot, but the rest
contrived to escape to Delhi. At Ferozepore, in
the Punjaub, the 57th and 45th native infantry
regiments mutinied, but were put down by
force. Private letters from Lahore state the
whole of the native troops to be in an
undisguised state of mutiny. On the 19th of
May, unsuccessful efforts were made by the
sepoys stationed at Calcutta to get possession
of Fort St. William. Three regiments arrived
from Bushire at Bombay were at once
dispatched to Calcutta.

In reviewing these events, one is startled by,
the conduct of the British commander at
Meerut his late appearance on the field of
battle being still less incomprehensible than
the weak manner in which he pursued the
mutineers. As Delhi is situated on the right
and Meerut on the left bank of the Jumna-the
two banks being joined at Delhi by one bridge
only — nothing could have been easier than to
cut off the retreat of the fugitives.
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Meanwhile, martial law has been proclaimed in
all the disaffected districts; forces, consisting
of natives mainly, are concentrating against
Delhi from the north, the east and the south;
the neighboring princes are said to have
pronounced for the English; letters have been
sent to Ceylon to stop Lord Elgin and Gen.
Ashburnham’s forces, on their way to China;
and finally, 14,000 British troops were to be

dispatched from England to India in about a
fortnight. Whatever obstacles the climate of
India at the present season, and the total want
of means of transportation, may oppose to the
movements of the British forces, the rebels at
Delhi are very likely to succumb without any
prolonged resistance. Yet, even then, it is only
the prologue of a most terrible tragedy that will
have to be enacted.
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AISA Condemns the FIRon AISA UP President Manish Kumar

BJP government must stop criminalising the voices that seeks
accountability & transparency!

AISA strongly condemns the FIR lodged against the Uttar Pradesh State President Comrade
Manish Kumar by the Azamgarh police. His so-called offence: a Facebook post that
questioned the Modi government’s silence over media reports of Rafale fighter jets being
downed during the recent conflict with Pakistan. The FIR absurdly frames this act of

legitimate political expression as a criminal offence under Section 353(2) of the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita and
Section 67 of the IT Act, branding it misleading and obscene. But what Comrade Manish did was to raise a
difficult and important question: Why Modi government till now hasn’t denied any reports that claim that
India lost multiple Rafale jets during conflict? Why has there been no transparency and clarification?

The real obscenity lies not in the words of the people, but in the government’s attempt to silence them.
Comrade Manish exercised a fundamental right enshrined in our Constitution, freedom of speech and
expression. His criminalisation is proof that this government neither believes in constitutional democracy
nor has the courage to face scrutiny. To question, to critique, to seek answers, these are not crimes. They are
the duties of democratic citizens.

There is a countrywide assault on dissent launched after the Pahalgam attack and Operation Sindoor, and
we have to fight back against such oppression. AISA demands the immediate withdrawal of the FIR. We call
on all democratic and progressive forces to resist this authoritarian crackdown.
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AGAINST ALL UDDS JNU STUDENTS KEEP
DEMOCRACY ALIVE

B Smriti Choudhary

The Jawaharlal Nehru University Students’
Union (JNUSU) elections stand out as a
national symbol of student democracy. What
happens at JNU reverberates far beyond its
walls. When JNU resists, it inspires students
everywhere to stand up for their rights and for
the idea of a university as a space for free
thought and debate.

Student unions have historically played a
pivotal role in shaping the cultural and political
identity of campuses. From the fight against
colonial rule to contemporary struggles for
social justice, student activism has been at the
heart of India’s most significant movements.

As student union elections are systematically
dismantled across the country, JNU remains a
rare and powerful exception. This year, the

elections turned into a struggle over the
university’s very essence, pitting the forces of
progressive politics against the Admin-ABVP
nexus and their authoritarian, regressive
agenda.

The stakes could not have been higher. In an
era when dissent is criminalized and
universities are being corporatized under the
guise of the National Education Policy, JNU’s
students stood up not only for their own rights
but for the right of every student to question, to
organize, and to dream of a better future.

The BJP-RSS Assault

on Campus Democracy

In recent years, the BJP-RSS regime has
launched a systematic assault on student
democracy across India. The government’s
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agenda is clear: dismantle independent student
unions, suppress dissent, and turn universities
into echo chambers for RSS’s ideologies.

The ABVP has become the regime’s instrument
on campuses. Where they cannot win elections
fairly, they resort to violence, intimidation, and
disruption. At JNU, the ABVP-admin nexus has
repeatedly tried to derail elections, intimidate
the Election Committee, and replace student-
led processes with administration-controlled
models. However, the student body has
collectively rejected any assault on the
democratic ethos of INU.

This assault is not limited to JNU. Across India,
student union elections have been suspended,
student activists have been punished or
expelled, and university administrations have
acted as agents of the BJP government. The
National Education Policy (NEP), fund cuts,
fee hikes, and the political appointments of
faculty are all tools in this campaign to
privatise education and silence critical voices.

The ABVP-RSS-BJP regime fears free and fair
elections because they know that a united,
politicized student body is their greatest
obstacle. Their goal is to dismantle the
structures of student representation, suppress
activism, and turn universities into factories
for obedient, uncritical graduates.

Defending JNUSU elections is about more than
campus politics. It is about defending the right
to dissent, the right to organize, and the very
idea of a university as a space for critical
inquiry and social transformation.

Admin’s Relentless Attempts

to Crush Democracy

This year, the JNU admin made a concerted
effort to prevent the elections. The admin’s
tactics were clear: stall elections, exhaust
students, and wish for resistance to fizzle out.

However, the students of INU refused to bow
down.

The “Occupy DoS” movement became the
defining moment of this struggle. For over 100
hours, students occupied the Dean of Students’
office, braving intimidation and threats. The
administration even went to the High Court,
seeking to have the students forcibly removed,
but the court dismissed their plea. The
eventual announcement of the election
schedule was a victory wrenched from their
grasp by the sheer persistence and unity of the
student body.

ABVP’s Violent Disruption

and the Real Threat to Campus

While the administration tried to stall the
elections through bureaucracy, the ABVP
resorted to violence and intimidation. On the
days of nominations and withdrawals, the
ABVP vandalised the EC office, by shattering
glass windows, tearing down the door of EC
office, stone pelting, breaking barricades, and
forcefully entering the EC office.

This violence was in line with ABVP’s history
on campus. Year after year, ABVP’s campaign is
marked by violence, and their attempt to
intimidate the student body from participating
in elections, and sabotage the very idea of a free
and fair election.

The Left Split: A Test of Principles

and Unity

In our battle against the ABVP-Admin nexus in
campus, and the larger fight against fascism, it
was disheartening that a major challenge came
from within the Left itself. For years, the
United Left panel had been a powerful front
against the ABVP-Admin nexus, uniting diverse
progressive forces in a common struggle. But
this year, SFI and AISF chose to abandon this
legacy, in a move marked by electoral
opportunism. This rift began at the site of
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“Occupy DoS”, when other progressive forces
called off the protest for their own sectarian
agenda. This agenda was later reflected in
negotiation talks, where SFI insisted that
without the post of president, they would not
stand by our side in the fight against BJP-RSS.

The AISA-DSF alliance, in contrast, stood firm
in its commitment to uncompromising anti-
fascist politics, refusing to let ego or power-
hunger fracture the student mandate. While
others retreated from the ‘Occupy DoS
protest, and made backroom deals, AISA-DSF
carried forward the true legacy of the United
Left: clear politics, collective action, and an
unwavering focus on defeating the real enemy -
the admin-ABVP nexus.

The split was a real danger, threatening to
dilute the anti-fascist front at the very moment
when unity was most needed. But the students
saw through the opportunism and rallied
behind the alliance that had proven itself in
struggle.

Left Unity Prevails: Students Reject

the ABVP-Admin Nexus

Despite all attempts to disrupt, divide, and
demoralize, the JNU campus was alive with
political energy. Polling day saw nearly 70% of
students-about 5,500 out of 7,900-cast their
votes.

The results were a resounding rejection of the
ABVP-Admin nexus and a vindication of the
politics of resistance. The Left alliance-
anchored by AISA and DSF-retained its
dominance, sweeping three of the four central
panel posts:

. President: Nitish Kumar (AISA) - 1,702

votes

. Vice-President: Manisha (DSF) - 1,150
votes

. General Secretary: Munteha Fatima (DSF)
-1,520 votes

The ABVP, despite its violence and admin
backing, managed to win only the Joint
Secretary post with Vaibhav Meena (1,518
votes), marking their first central panel victory
innearlyadecade.

However, this win also signals a warning for
JNU’s progressive politics. This win for ABVP
is aresult of the relentless structural assault by
the BJP-RSS regime, which has resulted in an
erosion of INU’s democratic traditions.

This result is a reminder that the forces seeking
to dismantle JNU’s legacy of dissent and
critical thought are gaining ground. The only
way to safeguard this campus from being
dragged  towards  the  authoritarian,
exclusionary model seen elsewhere is renewed
unity and vigilance.

The Battle Continues

The 2024-25 INUSU elections proved that even
in the face of administrative repression,
principled unity and relentless struggle can
prevail. The AISA-DSF alliance’s victory is a
mandate to continue the fight for student
rights, social justice, and the defense of campus
democracy against all odds.

JNU has once again shown the country what it
means to resist. In the face of coordinated
attempts to dismantle campus democracy, our
resolve has forced open space for dissent and
debate, refusing to let intimidation or violence
dictate the university’s future.

This election is a reminder to the country: as
long as students organize, protest, and hold the
line against authoritarianism, the machinery of
repression cannot go unchallenged.

The fight is ongoing, but JNU’s message is
unmistakable - democratic values are not up
for negotiation, and student resistance
remains a force that cannot be extinguished. e
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STUDENT MOVEMENTS MUST RECLAIM
UNIVERSITY AS A DEMOCRATIC SPACE

B Neville Thomas

The National Education Policy (NEP) has been
the Modi sarkaar’s weapon of choice for
dismantling higher educational institutions
and selling out the scraps that remain to the
highest bidder. At the same time, the
government has unleashed a parallel attack on
universities to justify this process of ripping
the educational system apart in the name of
reform, an attack on

the back of widespread clamping down of
democratic expression and dissent. Campus
spaces have become increasingly insular with
checkpoints, barricades and an army of guards
who stand to prevent ‘infiltration’ into the
campus. Of course, more often than not the
infiltrators are none other than students of
those very universities who do not have the

democratic voices and
spaces in our universities
and colleges, an attack on

4 THIS ONGOING PROJECT TO VILIFY
PUBLIC UNIVERSITIES HAS BEEN TO

correct identification on
7\ themselves at all times like
a leash around their neck.
Narratives are spun about

voices and mmdg who PUT AN END TO STUDENTS’ UNION leeches. and parasites of the
resist these antipeople education system and,
po]icies, ELECT'UNS THE TIME UF ELECT'UNS more important]y, of the

The NEP . IS A TIME OF POLEMICS WHICH taxpayer’s haréi-earned
e stays true to the money waste on
vision of India’s big SHARPEN THE ENGAGEMENT WITH ungrateful middle-aged
industrial capitalists of an ONGOING POLITICAL STRUGGLES IN adults who don’t want to do
education  for  capital THE COUNTRY a day’s hard work in their
development over an \ ] ) lives. Any expression of

education based on social

development, as envisioned in the Ambani-
Birla Report of 2000 on policy reforms in
education. Whether it be the creation of the
loan agency HEFA, which trickles down to push
up the overall cost of education, or the push
towards centralised common tests for
admission through CUET, the turning of UG
and PG degrees into vocational skill factories
by encouraging dropouts, or the shutting down
of students’ union elections campus by
campus, each step stands in line with the multi-
billionaire plans for an education free from
public oversight and public duty.

These ‘reforms’ have been pushed through on

demand for rights is
immediately suppressed with a nonstop flow of
suspensions, expulsions and even police
action.

This plan to systematically isolate campuses
and students’ voices finds its most advanced
execution in the efforts to undermine the
students’ struggles originating in JNU. The
JNUSU, which stands as one of the leading
expressions of campus democracy and the
students’ vanguard of democratic struggles on
and off campuses, is vilified as a den of anti-
nationals and hub of deshdrohi politics. Smear
campaigns in the media, outright attacks on
students by the ABVP-admin nexus and the
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choking of funding all come together to destroy
the fighting spirit of students of JNU and their
larger connection to the politics of India.

In the last ten years we have seen one goal of
this ongoing project to vilify public universities
has been to put an end to students’ union
elections. The time of elections is a time of
polemics which sharpen the engagement with
ongoing political struggles in the country.
While the Lyngdoh Committee
Recommendations effectively seek to render
students’ unions as toothless nominally
representative bodies, the BJP government has
gone one step further in putting an end to
students union elections itself, which we have
especially seen occur across UP where once the
campuses of Lucknow University, Allahabad
University, BHU and others used to be centres
of resistance to the communal fascist politics
of the BJP-RSS. We have also seen how in states
where union elections have been stopped since
many years, like in Karnataka, students are
increasingly left without avenues or
possibilities of collective struggle for their
rights and demands.

In Jamia and AMU we see the outright
intervention of the state and police, hand-in-
hand with the university administration, to
clamp down on students’ lives. We can never
forget the paramilitary attack on the campuses
of Jamia Millia Islamia and Aligarh Muslim
University, and the brutal violence inflicted on
the students to this day. It is the clear fascist
anti-Muslim project of this BJP government
that motivates these direct assaults on these
minority institutions. Violence on students has
also been exerted at multiple points where the
rights of the students conflict with the
interests of the state and its backers. The
recent protests at HCU underline the extent to
which governments go to suppress dissent
against its policies. In order to safeguard the
interests of the ruling class land mafia the

Congress government has unleashed lathi
charges and violent detentions on the students’
uprising.

The wider clampdown on campus democracy
has created an environment where feudal
forces thrive. From Allahabad University to
Delhi University, we see outright attacks on
students from Dalit communities. Casteism
runs unchecked with the effective dismantling
of ideas of social justice from policies to
classrooms. For a long time Indian Institutes,
despite being public higher educational
institutes, have maintained an unchallenged
hierarchy of caste resulting in the exclusion,
and even many deaths, of students from
marginalised communities. This model is being
reproduced at a mass scale across public
universities. With the RSS’ chokehold on
universities, administrative, faculty and PhD
appointments are a matter of political
favouritism that replicate caste-class alliances.
NFS (Not Found Suitable) enables open bias
against students from Dalit, Adivasi, OBC and
minority communities and restricts the entry
of students from these communities into
universities. The new norm of uniformity
works toward eliminating the discourses on
campus that would challenge the status quo.
Overall campuses are being policed and
surveilled to prevent any expression of
democratic politics and assertion. The
technological advances of the past few decades
have been increasingly incorporated and
normalised in campus functioning. With CCTV
surveillance being used at every corner of the
campus we also see administrations even using
professional video recorders to record, identify
and intimidate students who take part in
protests. Digital surveillance extends to
personal accounts and online presence of
students in a gross violation of the right to
privacy.

Increasingly we are faced with the perils that
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the fascist assault brings to universities. The
ideas of the public university and education for
all are being attacked in order to further the
interests of the ruling classes. Private
universities  exemplify this totalitarian
structure and practice. Hostel rooms are not
spaces of privacy but places that can be invaded
at any time. In the name of security
checkpoints and scanners are installed that
infringe on students autonomy and privacy.
The private university model is what has been
increasingly pushed in spaces of public
education, effectively rolling back the
successes of the students’ movement over the
past many decades. Denying funds and choking
public universities effectively are supported by
the explosive growth of private universities as
an alternative. With this comes a new norm of
students reduced to individual units separated

from each other and stripped off their
collective power.

The task before the students’ movement today
is to resist these increasing encroachments
into our campuses. Democratic expression
cannot be allowed to come to an end as desired
by the Ambani-Birla report and implemented
by the Modi government. Today’s attack on our
universities is part of a larger fascist attack
which seeks to eliminate democratic
expression across the country in the name of
One Nation, One Party, One Leader. The
politics of communalism and division which
has settled in power over the last 10 years must
be resisted from within our campuses.
Democratic expression and spaces must be
reclaimed and occupied by the students
movement as it continues its advance today. e

CASTE GENSUS: WAY FORWARD OR RETROGRESSION?

B Ipil Baski

India has been since long, marred with the evils
of the archaic caste system. Modern urban
India would vehemently deny its existence and
that it has been uprooted, only agreeing upon
the fact that only the scars of caste practice
now remain which continue to haunt our
society even now. The first census in
independent India, took place in 1951, after
which, the government discontinued the
practice, except for schedule castes and
scheduled tribes. By 1961, the central
government permitted states to conduct their
own surveys and compile their own specific
lists of OBCs if they wished. The BJP
government’s decision to include caste
enumeration in the next decennial census after

demanding for it has long been overdue,
nonetheless arriving at last. The last
nationwide caste census took place in 2011,
although, the Socio-Economic and Caste
Census (SECC) attempted to gather such data,
but the results were not officially released due
to concerns  about  accuracy  and
incompleteness. In April 2025, the Indian
government approved the inclusion of caste
data in the upcoming national census, which
was delayed from 2021 due to the COVID-19
pandemic.

The agenda of a caste census has been central
to India’s social justice movement since its
inception. Caste is fundamental in
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understanding the social fabric of India. It is
unfortunate that it has not been taken seriously
due to the absence of data, and is often
perceived as divisive. This also reduces the
understanding of caste to immediate political

gratification. Caste in India not only
determines one’s social, but also determines
the vulnerability of certain communities owing
to their caste position. Casteism has for ages
been influencing access to resources,
education, and opportunities.

Caste census helps in identifying marginalised
communities that are exploited time and again
with their resources being snatched away from
them, it helps in designing schemes to protect
them and uplift them. Caste census also helps
in the distribution of public resources
equitably. It provides a clear insight into the
population size and living conditions of
different caste groups, which further help in
allocating resources like education, healthcare,
and employment benefits more effectively.

Caste census allows caste-based reservations
to function effectively so as to ensure equal
opportunity and access to basic rights as an
Indian citizen. But to assess whether these
policies are working, an accurate caste-based
data is required. A caste census helps monitor
the impact and allows for better planning and
adjustments. Caste plays a major role in
shaping India’s society, economy, and politics.
A caste census would give a deeper
understanding of the population’s composition
and help understand and analyse how different
communities interact and where the
inequalities lie.

It is important to understand and remember
the fact that the caste census was allowed to be
held only for the scheduled tribes and
scheduled castes in India, speaks loudly and
reeks of castiesm in itself. The fact that the
dominant or the oppressive castes have been
left out of the caste census subtly implies that
caste aggression and the horrors of it are
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pardoned for them, but not for the rest. They
need not bear the brunt of caste oppression
and can continue to live outside of it while
enjoying its benefits and can again very easily
shed off all responsibility pertaining to it.
leaving the rest to be documented and the
oppression continues.

India has seen a rather big shift since 2014,
when the BJP came to power with Mr.
Narendra Modi becoming the Prime Minister
of India. The country, has since then, seen rise
in communal violence. Violence against
women, dalits, adivasis, muslims and other
marginalised communities. It seems that India
has a new face now, which is of the cis-
gendered patriarchal brahmin male and
anything and anyone who are anything other
than this, is seen as a threat to the new face of
India. Since the announcement of the 2025
caste census, there has been a major outcry
from the dominant caste and from the pro BJP
community, who call the caste census to be an
“anti-Indian move”, which would harm the
“unity of India”. Since 2014, rights of a
common Indian citizen who calls out the
corruption, communalism inducing activities
of the and hypocrisy of the BJP is being cursed
and called seditious, with our prisons being
filled with activists, students, academician and
anyone who dare question the authority of the
BJP government. Castiesm is on the rise, with
news of Dalits atrocities and murders taking
place on a daily basis, the identity and
resources of the adivasis being unlawfully
captured by big capitalist corporation while the
government watches, women, children and
queer people running the risk of abuse and
harassment is a new normal. Pro- BJP
supporters are busy calling India a superpower,
while the rich grow richer and the poor are left
to squander and die. Caste census will help
recognise these cracks that are visible in an
everyday level but would now be on recorded
data and hope that it would help in repairing

FASCISM HAS CREPT INTO THIS COUNTRY AND
COMES CLAD IN ORANGE UNDER THE GUISE OF
NATIONALISM BUT IS REALLY RELIGIOUS

DOGMATISM AND BRAHMANICAL PATRIARCHY

situations and protecting the vulnerable in the
country.

Fascism has crept into this country and comes
clad in orange under the guise of nationalism
but is really religious dogmatism and
Brahmanical patriarchy. With the state of
Kashmir being constantly weaponised for
personal- political gains and the state of
Manipur being allowed to burn, the condition
of the country is beyond worrisome. The
chants of “Jai shree Ram”, which once was used
to express religious sentiments now sends
shiver down the spine of people on the margins
waiting upon their doors if its finally their time
to be ostracised for now identifying with the
“new face of India”? To be vilified and
criminalised for not adhering the to the
patriarchal brahmanical Hindutva rules, one is
currently running the risk of either being killed
or slapped with UAPA charges and thrown
behind bars without hardly any hope of bail
while hate mongers and rapists continue to
roam free and showered with garlands. At a
time when even the most simple and
democratic like caste census is being called an
anti- Indian approach, the fear that it would
finally expose the caste- based hierarchy in this
country and how a certain caste sits at the tops
and regulates the whole of the country. It
would bring forth to the people the exploitative
system that exists that appeases only a few and
leaves the majority to fend for themselves
while profiting off of their backs. It is high time
that we now recognise these atrocities and
abuse and begin to question, as a nation that
moves forward and not in retrogression. e
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THE NARAYANPUR MASSACRE AND THE BJP'S SINISTER
MILITARY CAMPAIGN FOR A "MAOIST-FREE INDIA'

Following the extra-judicial killing of
CPI(Maoist) general secretary Comrade
Nambala Keshav Rao alias Basavaraju in the
Narayanpur massacre on 21 May, the Modi
government seems to be in a celebratory mode.
While Home Minister Amit Shah called it ‘a
landmark achievement in the battle to
eliminate Naxalism’, promptly endorsed as a
‘remarkable success” by PM Narendra Modi,
the BJP Karnataka unit used a meme showing
Amit Shah holding a cauliflower. The
symbolism invokes the carnage of Muslims in
Bhagalpur in 1989, where killers claimed to
have grown cauliflowers on the soil where
more than a hundred Muslim victims in a
village were reportedly buried. At the moment
of the Modi government’s claiming its biggest
anti-Maoist military success, the BJP was quick
to remember and celebrate one of India’s
ghastliest anti-Muslim massacres.

The Maoist deaths in the Narayanpur massacre
have now also been corroborated in a press
release issued on behalf of the Dandakaranya
Special Zonal Committee of CPI (Maoist).
According to this release, as many as 28
activists were killed in this massacre including
several women and a number of senior leaders
of the party. The release says till January,
Basavaraju had an immediate security system
comprising more than sixty fighters, but the
number was reduced since then to ensure
greater mobility. The group was also affected
by desertions and betrayals, and this enabled
the state to plan and execute the military
operation with such success. At the time of the
massacre, Basavaraju was guarded by thirty
four fighters, seven of whom managed to

escape by breaking the encirclement of the
security forces.

Basavaraju’s mother, and members of families
of Nageshwar Rao and other leaders, had
approached the Andhra Pradesh High Court
seeking custody of the dead bodies of their kin
to bring them home for their funerals. The AP
High Court gave a favourable order and the
Chhattisgarh government had promised to the
court to hand over the bodies after post
mortem. But while the family members kept
waiting for the bodies, the state cremated them
calling them 'unclaimed bodies’. Just a few days
ago, activist Soni Sori had narrated her
experience of accompanying some Adivasi
families to Bijapur hospital to collect the
bodies of their members killed at Karregutta
hills. Thousands of maggots were crawling on
those decomposing bodies leaving them
unrecognizable. For the Maoists and Adivasis
of Bastar, the state’s violence continues even
after their lives are taken away.

The Modi government has fixed a deadline - 31
March 2026 - to make India Maoist-free. The
security forces are being given a licence and an
incentive to kill with each killing fetching
guaranteed hefty rewards. There is a surrender
policy for Maoists who side with the
government, but the policy is not intended to
rehabilitate them in what is called 'normal,
peaceful life’ but only to turn them into
mercenaries and forcibly pit them against their
former comrades, often fellow Adivasis from
the same community, locality and families.
With more than 60,000 security personnel
from the central paramilitary forces like the
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CRPF and its elite CoBRA commandos and
various state forces like the Chhattisgarh
police, the District Reserve Guard comprising
mostly surrendered Maoists, Bastar Fighters
and Special Task Force, Bastar today is among
India’s most densely militarised regions, where
the people are subjected to aerial
bombardment and the use of Israeli drones.

More than 300 security camps have turned the
region into a military cantonment where there
is one security personnel for every eight
civilians. And for Adivasis in Bastar, every
aspect of life is overshadowed and
administered by the security forces. The
autonomy promised in the Fifth Schedule of
the Constitution and the rights provided under
the Forest Rights Act or Panchayat Extension
to Scheduled Areas Act have all disappeared in
the eerie environment of the militarised
administration of a police state. The
militarisation of Bastar has a long history going
back to UPA-era anti-Maoist campaigns like
Operation Greenhunt and Salwa Judum, which
in 2011 was termed unconstitutional and
ordered to be dismantled by the Supreme
Court. But the Modi era began wirh a renewed
offensive = with  intensified  violence.
Militarisation today is a ‘permanent
settlement’ to facilitate massive corporate
plunder.

Let us also note that in the guise of a battle
against Maoism, the Modi regime is out to
silence every Adivasi protest in Bastar against
this nexus of militarisation and corporate
plunder. Gandhian Himanshu Kumar has been
banished from Chhattisgarh; writer-activist
Bela Bhatia is being harassed and suppressed;
long-standing popular voice of Bastar and
former CPI MLA Manish Kunjam is being
targeted; the anti-militarisation umbrella
platform of indigenous people called Moolvasi
Bachao Manch has been banned; and
indiscriminate cases are being filed and people

THE CAULIFLOWER IN AMIT SHAH'S HANDS IN
THE SINISTER BIP KARNATAKA IMAGERY MUST
SERVE AS A WARNING FOR ALL. AT A TIME
WHEN MAQISTS HAD DECLARED A UNILATERAL
CEASEFIRE, THERE MUST BE A BROAD
CONVERGENCE FOR A POLITICAL RESOLUTION
THROUGH PEACE AND DIALOGUE

arrested under draconian laws like the
Chhattisgarh Special Public Safety Act and the
Unlawful Activities Prevention Act. The
Supreme Court has time and again said that
upholding an ideology is no crime, there are
guidelines for mandatory investigation into
every encounter. Today ideological witch hunt
and encounter killings, increasingly described
chillingly as neutralization, have become
pillars of state policy.

The ramifications of Operation Kagaar are not
limited to Bastar or the Maoists. They concern
every movement for justice, every form of
dissent against fascist tyranny. Sooner rather
than later, the template being developed in
Bastar will be replicated elsewhere against
newer target groups. The cauliflower in Amit
Shah’s hands in the sinister BJP Karnataka
imagery must serve as a warning for all. At a
time when Maoists had declared a unilateral
ceasefire, there must be a broad convergence
for a political resolution through peace and
dialogue. A judicially monitored probe into
Narayanpur and other recent massacres
perpetrated under Operation Kagar is a must
for the constitutional foundation of the Indian
republic to survive. And regardless of how the
Maoists deal with the current juncture and try
and regroup after this setback, the indigenous
people of Bastar and beyond deserve the fullest
solidarity and support of all democratic forces
in their quest for justice and dignity. e
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MOVEMENT IN TRANSITION

B Nitin Raj

On May 1st, 2025, tens of thousands of
students, youth, and workers flooded the
streets of Belgrade, assembling in front of the
Serbian government building in a show of unity
and defiance that marked one of the largest
protest mobilisations in Serbia’s recent
memory. What began in mourning and rage
over a tragic accident has evolved into a
powerful and sustained movement against
systemic corruption, authoritarian
governance, and institutional decay.

The spark that ignited this movement came
months earlier, on November 1, 2024, when a
newly renovated concrete canopy collapsed at
the main railway station in Novi Sad, Serbia’s
second-largest city. The accident killed 15
people, including two children, and critically
injured many others. The station had only
recently undergone renovations from 2021 to

2024, led by a Chinese consortium. Allegations
of mismanagement, corruption, and shoddy
construction emerged almost immediately,
with many Serbians blaming the government
under President Aleksandar VuCi¢ and his
Serbian Progressive Party (SNS). For many, the
collapse symbolized a deeper dent in the
system. An indifference to public safety, an
erosion of democratic checks and balances,
and a government increasingly unaccountable
toits people.

Among the first to respond to this immediate
tragedy were students and faculty from the
Faculty of Dramatic Arts in Belgrade. On
November 22, 2024, they organized a solemn,
15-minute street blockade to honor the victims
but met with hostility from authorities which
tried to limit the efforts. Later reports emerged
of verbal and physical assaults on students by
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individuals allegedly linked to municipal
authorities. This hot-blooded attitude from the
local authorities ignited widespread anger.
Students who were already raged by chronic
underfunding, authoritarian interference in
universities, and viewed it as a sense of being
silenced, began to organise more forcefully.
They suspended classes, occupied their faculty
buildings, and vowed to continue until justice
was served.

What followed was a stunning wave of
solidarity. The protests spread like wildfire.
Universities acted as spaces soon transformed
into spaces of resistance, and organising. The
solidarity networks grew across cities, and
diverse groups, from farmers to teachers,
unions of labour and workers, cultural workers
to medical professionals, coalesced around the
students’ demands which included, justice,
scrutiny and accountability for the mishap
which took 15 lives. The cityspace became a
space of resistance as Major bridges were
blocked, traffic junctions were occupied, and
government buildings surrounded by the
chatting protestors. On March 15, 2025,
marking four and a half months since the
tragedy, an estimated 275,000 to 325,000
people gathered in Belgrade in what came to be
known as the “15 for 15” protest: 15 minutes of
silence for 15 lives lost, and a call to action
against a regime seen as dangerously
indifferent to its people. What world witnessed
a united expression of people who are not
ready to settle with token gestures but pressing
demands for fundamental change in the
governance.

The prolonged series of protests delivered
visible consequences. Due to increasing public
pressure, Prime Minister Milo§ VuCevi¢ and
Novi Sad Mayor Milan Duri¢ stepped down on
January 28, 2025, followed by the resignation of
two SNS Members of Parliament and former
Transport Minister Goran VesiC. The

government, shaken but far from humbled,
responded with a mix of repression and denial.
Public transport to Belgrade was restricted on
protest days. Riot police surrounded
parliament. President VuCi€ lashed out at
“foreign intelligence agencies” for allegedly
orchestrating an “imported revolution,” but
failed to produce any evidence. The claim
wasn’t enough to discredit the protests, which
grew out of anger and turned into a collective
desire for change. The public rejected the
familiar script which has been used
increasingly by embattled governments
worldwide, that protests are merely the work of
‘foreign interference.” Ultimately, force was
used to disperse the demonstrators, riot police
were deployed, violence against demonstrators
was reported, and disturbing allegations
emerged about the use of a “sonic cannon”
during the March 15 rally. Meanwhile, three
protesters were injured when a car rammed
into a demonstration in a Belgrade suburb.

Undeterred by the violence used by the state,
the students pressed forward. Their model of
organising was rhizomatic, horizontal,
decentralized, and leaderless, faceless but with
many desires which united them and which
made it remarkably resilient. Decisions were
made in open assemblies that encouraged
participatory democracy and protected the
movement from being co-opted by political
parties. This structure inspired other sectors.
Cultural workers formed the “Culture in
Blockade” initiative. Teachers launched the
“Association of Schools on Strike.” Judges and
police officers, in an unprecedented show of
defiance, signed petitions and issued
statements in support of the movement.

A key feature of the protests has been the
demand for accountability and transparency.
Protesters called for the full publication of
documents related to the Novi Sad
reconstruction. While some documents were
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released, many deemed them incomplete or
sanitized. Sixteen individuals, including Goran
Vesi¢, have been indicted for the disaster, but
trials are still pending. Students also demanded
justice for those assaulted during protests,
dropping of criminal charges against
demonstrators, and a 20% increase in
education funding. There are talks going on on
various levels with much scepticism but it
seems like the resistance is not going to stop
here.

The movement calls for a fundamental
transformation of the system: the restoration
of media freedom, judicial independence,
democratic integrity, and an end to rampant
state  corruption.Discussions around a
transitional government to guarantee fair
elections are gaining ground within protest
circles, though they remain politically
contentious. The student-worker alliance has
become a powerful symbol, not only for those
at home but for students and workers across
the world who fight for a new world rooted in
liberty, equality, fraternity, and accountability.

In a time marked by the rise of far-right,
fundamentalist, and authoritarian regimes,
their struggle speaks to a global desire for
radical change that refuses to be silenced or
stopped. o
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